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John Wagner Givens 
JohnGivens@Spelman.edu – JWGivens.com – 530.750.9880 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
Spelman College 
Associate Professor, International Studies               Aug. 2022 – Present 
 
Kennesaw State University 
Assistant Professor, Political Science and International Affairs  Jan. 2017 – Aug. 2022 
 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Teaching and Research Fellow, Modern Languages             Jun. 2016 – Dec. 2016 
 
University of Pittsburgh 
Asian Studies Center, Center Associate        Feb. 2014 – Oct. 2016 
Adjunct Professor, School of Law      May 2014 – Jun. 2016 
Adjunct Professor, School of Public and International Affairs    Sept 2015 – Jun. 2016 
 
University of Louisville 
Center for Asian Democracy, Post-Doctoral Research Associate                  Aug. 2012 – Jan. 2014 
 
University of the West of England 
Chinese Studies, Associate Lecturer           Sep. 2011 – Jun. 2012 
 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Oxford, Department of Politics                                                    Jul. 2013  
Doctor of Philosophy (DPhil) in Politics - Dissertation: “Suing Dragons? Taking the Chinese State 
to Court” 
Supervisors: Vivienne Shue and Paul Martin; Examiners: Rana Mitter and William Hurst 
  
University of California, Berkeley, Group in Asian Studies                                  Jun. 2007 
Masters in Asian Studies (China) 
Committee: Kevin O’Brien (Chair and Supervisor), Stanley Lubman, and You-tien Hsing 
  
Georgetown University, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service                Jun. 2003 
Bachelors in the Science of Foreign Service 
 
REFERRED PUBLICATIONS 
 
"Studying the Future: How Asia can and Should Be a Priority for Study Abroad," Collaborative 
Frontiers: HBCUs and Global Academic Programs and Partnerships in Asian Studies and Asia, under review. 
 
John Wagner Givens and Heather Pincock, "Government of the People, by the Blockchain, for the 
Crypto? The Implausibility of Democratizing Cryptocurrency Governance" Taiwan Journal of Democracy, 
forthcoming pending revisions. 
 
John Wagner Givens, "What’s in a Name? Towards the Study of Names in Political Science" PS: 
Political Science and Politics, Forthcoming. 
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John Wagner Givens, "Teaching Across the Straits: Asian Values and Human Rights" The Geography 
Teacher, 2025: 1-6. 
 
Evan Mistur, John Wagner Givens, and Daniel Matisoff, “Contagious COVID-19 Policies: Policy 
Diffusion During Times of Crisis” Review of Policy Research, Vol. 40, No. 1, 2023: 36-62. 
 
Eun Choi, John Wagner Givens, and Andrew MacDonald, “From Power Balancing to a Dominant 
Faction in Xi Jinping’s China” China Quarterly, Volume 248, No. 1, 2021: 935-956. 
 
John Wagner Givens and Evan Mistur, “The Sincerest Form of Flattery: Nationalist Emulation 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic” Journal of Chinese Political Science, Vol. 26, 2021: 213-234.  
 
John Wagner Givens and Debra Lam, “Smarter Cities or Bigger Brother? How the Race for Smart 
Cities Could Determine the Future of China, Democracy, and Privacy” Fordham Urban Law Journal, 
Vol. 47, No. 4, 2020: 829-882. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “On Their Best Behavior? Foreign Plaintiffs in Chinese Administrative 
Litigation” in Open Judicial Politics: An Empirical Reader, edited by Rorie Spill Solberg, Jennifer Segal 
Diascro, and Eric J. Waltenburg, Oregon State University Press, 2020: 260-288. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “Justice Online? Lawyers and Legal Advice Websites in the People’s Republic 
of China” Wisconsin International Law Journal, Vol. 37, No. 2, 2019: 207-248. 
 
Debra Lam and John Wagner Givens, “Small and Smart: Why and How Smart City Solutions Can and 
Should be Adapted to the Unique Needs of Smaller Cities” New Global Studies, Vol. 12, No. 1, 2018: 
21–36. 
 
John Wagner Givens, An Analysis of Frank Dikötter’s: Mao’s Great Famine, Routledge, 2017. 
 
Jason Abbott and John Wagner Givens, “Strategic Censorship in a Hybrid Authoritarian Regime? 
Differential Bias in Malaysia’s Online and Print Media” Journal of East Asian Studies, Vol. 15, No. 3, 
2015: 455-478. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “Sleeping with Dragons? Politically Embedded Lawyers Suing the Chinese State” 
Wisconsin International Law Journal, Vol. 31, No. 3, 2014: 101-140. 
 
Jason Abbott, Andrew MacDonald, and John Wagner Givens, “New Social Media and (Electronic) 
Democratization in East and Southeast Asia: China and Malaysia Compared” Taiwan Journal of 
Democracy, Vol. 9, No. 2, 2013: 105-137. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “The Beijing Consensus is Neither: China as a Non-Ideological Challenge to 
International Norms” St Antony’s International Review Vol. 6, No. 2, 2011: 10–25. 
 
SELECTED PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP  

John Wagner Givens, “Taiwan, the Almost Invisible Not Quite Country” China Currents, Vol. 22, No. 
2, 2023. 

John Wagner Givens, "Helping China Learn the Putin Lesson” China Currents, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2022. 
 
John Wagner Givens, "China Ostrichism: Why Didn’t the World Prepare for China’s Rise?" China 
Currents, Vol. 21, No. 2, 2022. 
 

mailto:https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/citedby/10.1080/19338341.2024.2432287?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ropr.12487?casa_token=WDynvh68gI4AAAAA%3AxzsG4_C7ImIbbn7AOfdEbX9TZbXTc2_TWseT9bcqLt5MljIwqXDN3qsTv2L5DtNdcVwVhKWVdKjXnlI
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ropr.12487?casa_token=WDynvh68gI4AAAAA%3AxzsG4_C7ImIbbn7AOfdEbX9TZbXTc2_TWseT9bcqLt5MljIwqXDN3qsTv2L5DtNdcVwVhKWVdKjXnlI
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/china-quarterly/article/from-power-balance-to-dominant-faction-in-xi-jinpings-china/C311C96EB52F5186599E67112E5CB821
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/china-quarterly/article/from-power-balance-to-dominant-faction-in-xi-jinpings-china/C311C96EB52F5186599E67112E5CB821
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11366-020-09702-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11366-020-09702-7
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/ulj/vol47/iss4/2/
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/ulj/vol47/iss4/2/
https://open.oregonstate.education/open-judicial-politicsOE/chapter/givens/
https://open.oregonstate.education/open-judicial-politicsOE/chapter/givens/
https://wilj.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1270/2020/10/37.2_207-248_Givens.pdf
https://wilj.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1270/2020/10/37.2_207-248_Givens.pdf
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/ngs-2018-0011/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/ngs-2018-0011/html
https://www.amazon.com/Maos-Great-Famine-Devestating-Catastrophe/dp/1912128047
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/strategic-censorship-in-a-hybrid-authoritarian-regime-differential-bias-in-malaysias-online-and-print-media/DC99280AFE9DE81E3CB367B8CB82550B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/strategic-censorship-in-a-hybrid-authoritarian-regime-differential-bias-in-malaysias-online-and-print-media/DC99280AFE9DE81E3CB367B8CB82550B
https://repository.law.wisc.edu/s/uwlaw/item/29340
https://www.andrewmacdonald.org/_files/ugd/a0320a_ffcf28bd7f3d40e6b7eeaae8f388aa1f.pdf
https://www.andrewmacdonald.org/_files/ugd/a0320a_ffcf28bd7f3d40e6b7eeaae8f388aa1f.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26226762
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https://www.chinacenter.net/2022/china_currents/21-3/helping-china-learn-the-putin-lesson/
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John Wagner Givens, “Is the World Ready for China Risen?” China Currents, Vol. 21, No. 1, 2022. 
 
John Wagner Givens, "Taiwan is Not Ukraine; it is its Opposite" Global Policy, April 2022. 
 
William Morrisey and John Wagner Givens, “The Measure of a Country: America’s Wonkiest 
Competition with China” War on the Rocks, August 2020. 
 
Debra Lam and John Wagner Givens, “Domo Arigato, Mr. Roboto: Humans Negotiating 
Autonomous Vehicles Is the New Driver's Ed” Newsweek Magazine, January 2019. 
 
John Wagner Givens and Andrew MacDonald “Squeezing the Same Old Stone: Suing the Rural 
Chinese State and the Shift from Tax Reform to Land Seizures” China Currents, Vol. 17, No. 2, 2018. 
 
Jason Abbott and John Wagner Givens, “A Comparative Analysis of Online and Print Media During 
the 2013 Malaysian General Election: A Research Note” Berita Newsletter, November 2014. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “Fleshing out the Third Plenum: the Direction of China’s Legal Reform” China 
Brief,  March 2014. 
 
John Wagner Givens, “Why Google Should Stay in China” Good, January 2010. 
 
INTERVIEWS 
 
Interviewed by the LA Times: “On global stage, ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’ Taiwanese winner says the 
word China hates” May 2024. 
 
Interviewed by TVBS, Taipei, Taiwan, June 2023 
 
Interviewed for Fox 42 KPTM, Omaha, April 2023 

 
Interviewed by Grid News, September 2022 
 
Interviewed by the Academic Times: “Countries with nationalist leaders ‘emulated’ one another’s 
COVID-19 response” December 2020. 
 
Interviewed by Georgia Public Broadcasting: “‘Don’t Invent Any Viruses’: Atlanta-Area Asian Students 
Face Rise in Hate Speech” December 2020. 
 
Interviewed by Georgia Public Broadcasting: “KSU Professor: Loeffler 'Attila the Hun' Political Ad Is 
Historically Inaccurate” September 2020. 
 
Interview for Chinese Central Television News, March 2013. 
 
SELECTED GRANTS, HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Governor’s Teaching Fellows Program, hosted by the Louise McBee Institute of Higher Education 
at the University of Georgia, May 2025 
 
Sloan Data Science Faculty Fellows Program, 2024-2025 
 
Propel Faculty Fellows Program (supported by Apple), 2024-2025 
 
Awareness Raising Workshop, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Jan 2025 

https://www.chinacenter.net/2022/china_currents/21-1/is-the-world-ready-for-china-risen/
https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/13/04/2022/taiwan-not-ukraine-it-its-opposite
https://warontherocks.com/2020/08/the-measure-of-a-country-americas-wonkiest-competition-with-china/
https://warontherocks.com/2020/08/the-measure-of-a-country-americas-wonkiest-competition-with-china/
https://www.newsweek.com/2018/12/14/domo-arigato-mr-roboto-humans-negotiating-autonomous-vehicles-new-drivers-ed-1290427.html
https://www.newsweek.com/2018/12/14/domo-arigato-mr-roboto-humans-negotiating-autonomous-vehicles-new-drivers-ed-1290427.html
https://www.chinacenter.net/2018/china_currents/17-2/squeezing-the-same-old-stone/
https://www.chinacenter.net/2018/china_currents/17-2/squeezing-the-same-old-stone/
https://ohioopen.library.ohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1036&context=berita
https://ohioopen.library.ohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1036&context=berita
https://jamestown.org/program/fleshing-out-the-third-plenum-the-direction-of-chinas-legal-reform/#.Uz1vy61dWN4
https://www.good.is/articles/why-google-should-stay-in-china
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2024-05-01/taiwan-winner-nymphia-wind-rupauls-drag-race-china
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2024-05-01/taiwan-winner-nymphia-wind-rupauls-drag-race-china
https://news.tvbs.com.tw/english/2150905
https://fox42kptm.com/news/local/what-would-chinese-police-station-in-nebraska-mean-for-residents
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/12/11/dont-invent-any-viruses-atlanta-area-asian-students-face-rise-in-hate-speech
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/12/11/dont-invent-any-viruses-atlanta-area-asian-students-face-rise-in-hate-speech
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/09/22/ksu-professor-loeffler-attila-the-hun-political-ad-historically-inaccurate
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/09/22/ksu-professor-loeffler-attila-the-hun-political-ad-historically-inaccurate
https://youtu.be/agMkqISWuac
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Fulbright Seminars Abroad Fellow, Summer 2023 and Summer 2024 
 
Research Grant, Gordon-Zeto Center for Global Education, Summer 2023 
 
Internationalization of the Curriculum Grant, Gordon-Zeto Center for Global Education, Spring 2023 
 
Outstanding Early Career Faculty Award, Kennesaw State University, Spring 2022 
 
Manuscript Completion Program, Kennesaw State University, Spring 2021 
 
Graduate Research Assistant Competitive Stipend, Kennesaw State University, Summer 2018 & 
2020-2021 
 
Department of Politics and International Relations Studentship, University of Oxford, 2011-2012 
 
Research Award, Research Center for Chinese Politics & Business, Indiana University, 2011-2012 
 
Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 2010-2011 
 
Research Grant, Leverhulme Trust, 2007-2011 
 
Clarendon Fund Scholarship, University of Oxford, 2007-2010 
 
Contemporary China Studies Studentship, University of Oxford, 2007-2010 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Spelman College, Associate Professor, 2022-present: 
Special Topics: China in Asia; Diplomacy and the United Nations System; World Politics, Honors 
World Politics; Introduction to International Studies 

 
Assistant Professor, Kennesaw State University, 2017-2022: 
American Government in a Comparative Perspective; Politics of East Asia; International Law and 
Organization (graduate and undergraduate); International Political Economy; Understanding Asia; 
Global Issues; Intro to Asian Studies 

 
Teaching Fellow, Carnegie Mellon University, 2016: 
Topics in Chinese History: The Politics, Foreign Policy, and Economics of China's Rise 

 
Adjunct Professor of Law, School of Law, University of Pittsburgh, 2014-2016: 
Chinese Legal Institutions for the US Lawyer 
 
Adjunct Professor, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh, 
2015: 
China in the World: The Politics, Foreign Policy, and Economics of China's Rise 
 
Associate Lecturer, University of the West of England, 2011-2012: 
China’s Relations with the World; Business in Contemporary China; Chinese Culture and Social 
Identity  
 
Tutor, Department of Politics, University of Oxford, 2011: Government and Politics of China 
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Instructor, Department of Politics, University of Oxford, 2009, 2011: Research Methods for 
Comparative Government 
 
Tutor, St. Catherine’s College, University of Oxford, 2009: Government and Politics of China 
 
INVITED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND TALKS 
 
“Indo-Pacific Roundtable” Centre for Geopolitics, University of Cambridge, Cambridge United Kingdom, May 
2025. 
 
“Perspectives on China’s Rise” China Goes Global, Emlyon Business School, Paris, France, November 2024. 
 
“How Accurate Were Predictions of China’s Rise?” Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New 
Orleans, LA, January 2024. 
 
“Panel discussion: Taiwan as a factor in US-China relations” Spelman College, Atlanta, November 2023. 
 
“Justice Online: Legal Advice Websites and Rule of Law in China” Center for the Study of Contemporary China, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, September 2023 
 
“Rule by Law or Rule by Campaign: Do Laws on the Books Matter in China?” Northeast Corridor Chinese Law, 
Washington, DC July 2023. 
 
“Taiwan is Not Ukraine; it is its Opposite” China Research Center, Atlanta, Georgia, October 2022 
 
“The War in Ukraine: What it means for China” A Virtual Panel Discussion Sponsored by the China 
Research Center, September 2022. 
 
“The 1989 Tiananmen Square Protests in Context” Marietta Rotary Club, Marietta, Georgia, August 
2022 
 
"Begging the Environmental Question" Northeast Corridor Chinese Law Workshop, Washington, 
DC, July 2022 
 
"Is the World Ready for China Risen?" China Research Center, Atlanta, Georgia, December 2021 
 
“Leadership Promotion in Xi’s China?” China Research Center, Atlanta, Georgia, August 2020 
 
"Smart Cities and Urban Innovation in Asia," Asia Business Conference, Harvard Business School, 
Cambridge, MA, March 2020 
 
"Protected by Technology or Law? China, Liberal Democracies, and Smart Cities Skeptics," Cooper-
Walsh Colloquium, Fordham University School of Law, New York City, NY, October 2019 
 
"One Platform Four Legal Systems: How Legal Advice Websites link Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, 
and Mainland China," Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai, China, May 2019 
 
“Digital Justice Delivery? Lawyers and Legal Advice Websites in the People’s Republic of China” 
Wisconsin International Law Journal’s Annual Symposium, University of Wisconsin, April 2019 
 
“Can Legal Advice Websites Facilitate Challenges to the Chinese State?” China Research Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia, August 2017 
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“⹹䇻㦬㦉㔪㬇⭥䈓㶃㏎㔼䈌㬖ペ [Global Human Rights Lawyering in Theory and Practice]” 
University of Hunan Law School, China, November 2014 
 
“The Beijing Consensus is Neither: Is a Rising China Really Trying to Challenge the Washington 
Consensus?” Louisville Committee on Foreign Relations, February 2014  
 
“Tax Reforms, Land Seizures, and Protests in Rural China” University of Pittsburgh, February 2014  
 
“Suing Dragons? Taking the Chinese State to Court” Research Center for Chinese Politics and 
Business, University of Indiana, November 2013 
 
“Sampling: Studying the Chinese State More Systematically” Understanding Contemporary China: 
Glancing Back and Looking Forward, Oxford Contemporary China Studies Program, University of Oxford, 
July 2012 
 
“Sleeping with Dragons? Politically Embedded Lawyers Suing the Chinese State” Wisconsin 
International Law Review Symposium, University of Wisconsin, Madison; also: Law and Society 
Association Annual Meeting, June 2012 
 
“ⳉ㔪䊻㗡⺛ㆃ㉗㪈。㈡⳸䐱㰚⟈䁾⭥ㅨ㩌 [The Role of Law in Resolving Social Problems in 
the US]” Training Talk for Chinese Judges, Police, and Prosecutors, Hunan University, December 
2010 
 
“Roundtable on Asian Cause Lawyers” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, 
June 2011 
 
“㗡⺛䄦⥛⺇⿏㬱⧂⭥ビㆊ [An Introduction to the US market for Estate Planning]” & 
“Perceptions of China in the Western Media” Gansu Zhengtianhe Law Firm, May 2010 
 
 
SELECTED SERVICE TO PROFESSION AND COMMUNITY 
 
Expert Witness in Federal and State Asylum and Criminal Cases, 2019-Present 
 
Community Speaker: Great Decisions; Marietta Rotary Club; Senior Enriched Learning, 2022-Present 
 
Reviewer: Norton; Chinese Journal of Political Science; Comparative Political Systems; Contemporary Politics; 
CITY Journal; Environment and Planning D; Macat; Online Information Review, University of North Georgia 
Press, Problems of Post-Communism; Law & Society Review; Law & Social Inquiry; China: An International 
Journal; Texas National Security Review, China Quarterly, 2007-Present 
 
Conference Co-Organizer, The Everyday Digital Politics of China, October 2016 
 
Conference Co-Organizer, Law and the Legal Profession in China, February 2015 
 
LANGUAGES AND SKILLS 
Languages: English, Mandarin, Spanish 
 
Software: Microsoft Office, STATA & R statistical software, social media, Adobe Photoshop, Basic 
HTML  

http://www.indiana.edu/~rccpb/News.html#November_2013
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