
 
 

 
 
Dear Dr. Campbell,  

 
National Action Network’s  leadership recieved concerns regarding a convocation that took place last week. This 
convocation was by both seniors and freshman students.  We were very shocked to find out that Mary Brock, 
made some extremely offensive remarks to a group of African and African American students, talking about her 
nonprofit in “Africa” which was located in Kenya and Swaziland. We do not believe that she is racist. We believe 
that the privelege that she holds, made her believe that her comments were acceptable. At Spelman we are 
taught whenver we have the opportunity to educate and share with people who do not share the same historic 
background as us who have offended us, we should do just that. To ensure they do not do so in the future.  

 
During her address, Brock characterized Africa as “the slums” and said that she fears for her volunteers while 
they’re in Africa because of “wild animals. ” She also degraded the education that the colleges people in Africa 
attend are actually intellectually equivalent to high schools in America, and said that a chief she met in Africa 
reminded her of something “out of the National Geographic” and that she was “surprised when he pulled out a 
phone and asked for her email.” In the required convocation there were students of African descent, from Africa, 
or had parents from Africa in the audience. 

 
Students who are mandated to attend a class entitled “African Diaspora and the World” are taught to view Brocks 
comments as ignorant and offensive. Her dialogue with the students even became a conversation in the Senior 
class GroupMe. Students are surprised that nobody received an apology nor was the situation acknowledged in 
any form.  

 
While you personally know the heart of Mary Brock, students in the audience do not. Her comments are an 
extension of President Trumps belief that countries with African diasporic people are “craphole countries”. When 
we know that we have African professors and students who are proof that her sentiments cannot be any further 
from the truth.  

 
We think that it would be extremely beneficial that all board members especially those not of African Diasporic 
decent should receive diversity and inclusion training to ensure things like this do not transpire in the future. We 
also believe students should recieve an apology who were offended by Brock’s remarks by you as our leader for 
Ms. Brock or give Ms. Brock the opportunity to understand our offense and allow her an opportunity to do so 
herself.  

 
Open Door Always,  

 
Mary-Pat Hector  
Spelman President, National Action Network  
 
Bintou Jobarteh, 
Spelman Vice-President, National Action Network  
 
Amari Fennoy,  
Spelman President, NAACP 


