
Dr. Bruce Wade’s Legacy:
Tributes from Alumnae



Dr. Wade, 
Thank you for continuously 
supporting me even when I 
didn’t believe in myself. You 
were not only a pivotal force in 
my life but in so many others. I 
will always remember your 
contagious life and willingness 
to help. Rest in heaven.  
–Tayler Ulmer, Class of 2015 



"I was a student of Dr. Wade's. He was my 
professor, mentor & friend during his 1st year 
working at Spelman. Dr. Wade believed in me 
when I didn’t believe in myself. He helped me 
become  more confident in myself.  I love Dr. 
Wade as he made a HUGE impact on my life.”
- Stacey Weston-Azim, Class of 1988  



Dr. Bruce Wade,
Thank you for your evident and authentic passion in 
your role at Spelman College. You have truly been a 
life-changing factor for me. Your letters of 
recommendation on my behalf to attend graduate 
schools, thoughtful feedback, and even laughter at 
my random moments of anxiety-filled stress 
from your assignments remain dear to my heart. You 
served as a father-figure away from home that so 
many of us needed, especially myself. Thank you. 
You will always be remembered as a professor that I 
could count on.  - Ca’Teama Sanders, Class of 
2018 (MSW student at UGA)



Dr. Wade was by far one of the most memorable and inspiring parts of my 
Spelman experience.  He served as my advisor for the major and my 
senior thesis as well as a mentor from afar when I began my doctoral 
program in sociology at Vanderbilt University.  I used to regularly speak 
with him about my progress when I came to visit friends in Atlanta.  His 
sense of humor and candor about being in the academia as a black 
person as well as our discussions about what medical sociology can 
accomplish fomented my desires to eventually become a medical 
sociologist. I am truly indebted to him as a professor, researcher, and 
pedagogue.  My heart truly breaks for al those whom he impacted as well 
as for those who didn't have the opportunity to sit in his office or 
classrooms and experience how erudite he truly was.  
- Alicia D. Bonaparte, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Sociology at Pitzer College



 
Dr. Wade is a professor that those in academia should 
model. He was patient, kind, and pushed me to be my 
best. I remember getting a paper that was all marked 
up from one of his statistics classes and being 
frustrated. I went to his office and he gently explained 
my mistakes and how he believed in me. Another fond 
memory was when my performance in class started to 
change drastically...I received a D on a paper in his 
class. He called me into his office and wanted to make 
sure that I was OK because I was not performing at the 
level he knew I could. I can honestly say that if it were 
not for Dr. Wade's guidance and support, I would not 
be the person I am today. Dr. Wade cared for so many 
other students like myself and the lessons I learned from 
him will stick with me the rest of my life. Dr. Wade, rest 
well and in peace.  
– Camesha L. Jones, LSW, Class of 2013



There are so many things I feel but am unable to put into 
words, because the impact you had on my life is one that 
is unable to be comprehended. You were an incredible 
educator, an honorable mentor, and like a second father 
to me. You were passionate about everything you did and 
not only was it noticed, but it was admired and 
appreciated. Thank you for believing in me and 
supporting me. Thank you for gracing my life with your 
presence in it, thank you for the memories, and thank 
you for leaving your handprint on my heart. May you rest 
peacefully. - Tia Empty-Grandville, Class of 2013 



“You mentored so many of  us into this space of  
social context and health. Your course on medical 
sociology is one I still refer to in my classroom. I 
am grateful to have shared space in this journey of  
life with you. I only hope I can be as meaningful 
to my students as you were to me and my 
classmates. Your infamous laugh will never be 
forgotten, nor your ability to deconstruct a social 
issue. My condolences to your family and 
friends…thank you for being a jewel during my 
time at Spelman. Rest in power.”  
– Jameta Nicole Barlow, Ph.D., 
M.P.H., Class of  2001



I am honored to have had Dr. Bruce Wade as a professor and mentor. As an 
undergraduate, he chaired my senior thesis. He introduced me to sociological 

approaches to health, and now I am teaching these same topics. The trajectory of my 
career was forever changed because of him. He was never too busy to think through 

project ideas or give graduate school advice. As a Ph.D. student,  
he was always a call or email away. 

When I applied for programs, fellowships, taught my first class, started projects, Dr. 
Wade was there to encourage me, to be an ear to listen, or eyes to read. He was a 
gem. He was possibility, purpose, and dedication personified. I am inspired by his 

legacy and hope to make him proud. Dr. Wade, thank you for believing in me, 
investing in me, and challenging me to be a better sociologist and a better person. 

We will carry on in your name.  
 

- Mercedez Dunn, M.P.H. (C'2013-Sociology; 
Ph.D. Candidate-University of Michigan, Department of Sociology) 



When I think of people that inspire me 
to do what I am doing, Dr. Bruce Wade 
is one of the dedicated sociologists 
that comes to forefront of my mind. I 
think of Black scholars who have done 
well by the discipline but more 
importantly, have done well by the 
people. Indeed, Dr. Wade has done 
well and the beauty of his work is 
forever abiding in the lives of those he 
touched. - Lewis Miles, Morehouse Class 
of 2018 (University of Michigan Sociology 
Ph.D. Student) 



Dr. Wade was one of the best professors I have 
ever had. He encouraged me to switch my 
major from English to sociology (and, 
eventually anthropology)…I remember 
spontaneously dropping by his office. It seemed 
like he was always there and he never once 
turned me away. He always stopped what he 
was doing to converse with me about my 
classes, my latest theories, or the latest gossip.  
Dr. Wade really cared about his students. He 
always provided extra help and support when 
he saw us struggling in his methods classes. He 
was truly a giving spirit. I know that he has 
contributed to the creation of multiple 
generations of Black women sociologists and 
anthropologists and the department has very 
large shoes to fill. Thank you, Dr. Wade, for 
everything. - Isis Rose, Class of 2012 (Ph.D. 
Student in Anthropology at UIUC) 





“I am deeply saddened by this news 😭😭😭 
Dr. Wade believed in me & my research 
when NO ONE else did. He also challenged 
me and allowed me to practice my own 
agency. He guided me throughout my 
entire undergrad journey (starting with 
NSO). He wrote 10/13 of my LOR for grad 
school. He was more than my advisor, 
mentor, and professor. He was family. I 
hope you are resting peacefully. Love you 
Dr. Wade ❤ #RIP” – Aaliyah Deggs, Class 
of 2017 (Graduate Student in Higher 
Education at the University of Arizona)



Dr. Wade was one of my favorite professors! I 
would go to his office just to talk if I was having 
a difficult time in class and he would make a 
joke and laugh. That laugh was infectious and 
got me through many a difficult time. Teaching 
isn't for everyone, but with Dr. Wade you knew it 
was a calling. Every professor could take notes 
from his leadership and the way he connected to 
students. He will be greatly missed. - Siobhan 
Copeland, Class of 2005



I am forever appreciative 
of the impact Dr. Wade on 
my Spelman experience 
and my career journey. 
Dr. Wade’s expertise, 
wisdom, and infectious 
laugh will always be in 
my memories as a 
Sociology student. I will 
definitely keep his family 
and the Spelman 
community in my 
prayers. -Melissa 
Akinlawon, C’2011



Professor Wade was the epitome of 
academic excellence and he brought 
that level of excellence to the 
classroom. He was very passionate 
about educating Spelman women. His 
pedagogical skills were enhanced by 
his warm demeanor and patience, 
which made for an incredible 
classroom experience. He will be 
sorely missed. 
 
DaNita Brady McClain, C'2003



“…You were a fantastic educator, an 
incredible mentor, and a friend that 
challenged me to question the world, 
Blackness, and my mind every chance you 
got. You believed in me and treated us Sister 
Thinkers with humor, love, and respect. You 
were so proud of me, of US! You treated us 
as equal scholars and never failed to go out 
of your way to help us become more 
successful, which was appreciated 
immensely. Without a doubt, you were one of 
the most exceptional teachers I will ever 
know and it is my hope as an educator an 
aspiring professor I will do the same…” – 
Florence Adibu, Class of 2011



“…Thank you for believing in me when I 
did not believe in myself. Thank you for 
all the corny jokes and funny nicknames. 
Thank you for aiding the direction of my 
career path. Thank you for the last-
minute letters of recommendation. Thank 
you for listening. Thank you for gracing 
my life with your presence. Thank you 
for the memories. And, finally, thank you 
for leaving an indelible mark on my 
heart.” – Florence Adibu, Class of 2011



“…Although I still am unable to truly wrap my mind 
around it, you are resting peacefully. I know we all want 
to make you proud of who you taught us to be. Because of 
you, we will “never skip steps,” we will do everything 
with the same passion you had for teaching quantitative 
methods, and we Sister thinkers and all those you have 
touched will always, always, keep your presence alive. I 
will never forget you. Uncle Bruce, Dayie oooo!!Damirifa 
due oooo!!! May God bless you and May you always rest 
in peace and power.” – Florence Adibu, Class of 2011



A Teacher takes a Hand, opens a Mind and touches a Heart

Dr. Wade and Amanda Scott, Class of 2011 



Dr. Bruce Wade, AKA BRUUUUUUCE, is so representative 
of light and love. Bruce and I connected as I became a sociology 
major and we stayed in touch while I was struggling to live 
abroad. He was always so supportive of my endeavors and 
listened so intently. Bruce's laugh is what I'll miss most, but 
also the one thing that holds me near and dear to his legacy. No 
matter what, he didn't allow negativity to overtake our 
conversations and being. I am forever grateful for the time I 
shared with Bruuuuuuce!! A great man, scholar, mentor and 
friend. I love you Bruce!!! - Iva Stewart- Barre, Class of 
2011 





Dr. Wade was the reason why I became a sociology 
major and switched from political science in my 
junior year. He encouraged students to think 
outside the box. My favorite memory was of him 
allowing our intro to sociology class to take place 
at the movies to see Brown Sugar. We jokingly asked 
if we could go see it and Dr. Wade turned it into a 
learning opportunity and handed us an assignment 
as soon as we sat down. That moment was very 
influential for me as that paper inspired my senior 
thesis on the emotional socialization of women 
through music. Dr. Wade gave me the courage as a 
student to explore paths that others weren’t on. I 
am forever indebted to the teacher he was and aim to 
bring the same kind of thoughtfulness and 
creativity to the work I do now in Diversity & 
Inclusion. – Kalinda Campbell, Class of 2004





Thank you for being a mentor, advisor, recommender, critic, listening ear, and 
professor. I remember my constant emails about dropping out of school when 
classes were too challenging and you laughing and telling me it would get 
better. I had you as a professor every semester at Spelman, some semesters 
twice, and you were my favorite professor! We talked about school, work, and 
life. You commended me for being a great student despite not having a passion 
for sociology. I always complained about my grades and you would laugh at 
me, tell me why it was the way it was and go about your day. You showed 
tough love and that’s what helped me along the way. I will miss you 
always. You wrote all of my letters of recommendation, proving you believed in 
me when I didn’t believe in myself. I enjoyed being your student as well as 
working with you as a student assistant in the Soc department. I will forever 
cherish every moment we encountered and will be thinking of you daily!   
- Jaqueline Jones, Class of 2016
 





Dr. Wade was one of my teachers. He helped to 
illuminate the intersections of my major in Sociology 
and my emerging career pursuits in Public Health. 

Dr. Wade was my Undergraduate Advisor. He showed 
me that Giles was a safe space to land...after I fled 
Tapley. He chaired my undergraduate thesis, guiding 
me as I stepped out as a community-engaged researcher 
and as I first began to identify as an ethnographer. 

Dr. Wade was one of my cheerleaders.  He wrote 
letters of recommendation for me for both my master's 
and my doctoral degrees. We stayed in touch over the 
years via letters, emails, and campus visits. He 
witnessed me, from afar and with emotional pom-
poms, as I grew my sea legs as a public health 
practitioner. LeConte Dill, M.P.H., Ph.D., 

Class of 2000, NYU Prof



LeConte Dill, Class of 2000 continued
Dr. Wade was one of my mentors. I 
don't know if he ever heard me call 
him that by name, but that's a special 
honor that I bestow to someone who 
modeled for me all of the possibilities 
of what being in the academy could 
look like.  

Dr. Wade was one of my advocates. As 
I returned to the AUC as a Post-Doc 
and a Lecturer, I also was met with the 
ugly side of academic life... He 
coached me through standing up for 
myself with confidence, assertive, and 
integrity.

Dr. Wade told me to call him colleague. He 
saw me as his co-scholar. We discussed 
research, curricula, international 
partnerships, student mentorship, current 
events, food, and the arts. He invited me 
back to Spelman constantly, for meetings, 
lecturers, and celebrations, as if I was a 
member of the faculty there. He reminded 
me again and again that Giles was my safe 
landing place, as is Spelman...always. 

I am proud to be a part of #WadesBrigade, 
the cadre of social science scholar-activists 
that he helped to train, guide, and mentor.  

May he rest in power and in peace.



The words that come to mind when I 
think of Dr. Wade's impact as an educator 

are intentional and limitless. I first 
encountered Dr. Wade through the many 

tales from students in the Sociology/ 
Anthropology department about this 

"master of numbers" and "intimidating 
stickler for format and structure". It was 
not until my senior year that I met the 
man who guaranteed that I remained 

"undaunted by the fight" until the very 
end. 

-Terri N. O'Neal   
Class of 2017



Dr. Wade had the utmost belief that his students would 
not only meet, but exceed his standards. Indeed by the 

time I took his  courses, I had developed a sense of 
maturity as a scholar, but I had not yet grasped an 

intentionality about my self beyond my academics. Dr. 
Wade educated on reading data and statistics; yet, I left 

with an education on creating stories with numbers, 
organizing ideas through coding, and a purpose of 
immeasurable possibility. He was intentional in his 
limitless expectations of his students and leaves a 

lasting legacy among all of his undaunted students, 
colleagues, and the Spelman community.

Terri O’Neal, Class of 2017 continued



“It is with heartfelt and deep sadness that I 
learned of Dr. Wade’s passing from a 
classmate this week. Dr. Wade was my first 
introduction to sociology and served as my 
Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship 
Mentor. Without his advisement and support 
throughout Spelman and my graduate 
admissions process I would not be where I 
am today— a PhD candidate in sociology 
at USC planning to defend this spring.” - 
Chelsea M. E. Johnson, Class of 2012, 
Ph.D. Candidate in Sociology, University 
of Southern California



Nia Newton, Bruce Wade, Chelsea Johnson at Senior BBQ in 2012





We Thought of you in love today,
But that is nothing new. 

We  thought about you yesterday
And days before that, too.

We think of you in silence, 
we often speak your name.

Now all we have is memories
And your picture in a frame.

Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we’ll never part.

God has you in his keeping,
We have you in our hearts.

Dr. Bruce Wade

1950 - 2018


