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About
CreateHER Creative Career Fest is a dynamic, 
week-long event designed to empower 
and equip creative students with the tools, 
knowledge, and connections they need 
to thrive in creative industries. Through 
workshops, performances, portfolio reviews, 
and networking opportunities, students gain 
real-worldinsights and hands-on experience 
toprepare them for careers in the arts,media, 
design, and entertainment.

Each day of CreateHER features unique 
activations tailored to different aspects of 
the creative industry. Students engage with 
professionals, receive expert feedback on 
their portfolios, and participate in interactive 
workshops designed to elevate their craft and 
career readiness.
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SCEDULE OFEvents
MONDAY, MARCH 24

Reel Stories: A Masterclass on Visual Storytelling
Nina Lee
11:00 am - 2:00 pm
LLC2 Auditorium

Join filmmaker Nina for an engaging masterclass 
on the art of visual storytelling. Learn how to craft 
compelling narratives using cinematography, lighting, 
and editing to evoke emotion and captivate audiences. 
Through real-world examples and clips from her work, 
Nina will break down key storytelling techniques that 
shape powerful visuals.

Bonus: Students can submit their own short clips in 
advance for live feedback. Plus, Nina will select one 
student to join her on a live set the following day—an 
exclusive opportunity to experience filmmaking in action 
and meet actress Coco Jones!
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Portfolio Review Sign-Up

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1FgtJd8wTU6sZEFv9XZMlELYZvQlo4NAupPY4mKM3NhUODVXTUlGOFQ0UEQyVEJTMVE5STBHSzJQWS4u&route=shorturl


SCEDULE OFEvents Events
MONDAY, MARCH 24

In Focus: Photography Portfolio Review
Lynsey Weatherspoon and Shoccara Marcus
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Manley Atrium

Gain expert insights from acclaimed photographers 
Lynsey Weatherspoon and Shoccara Marcus in this 
interactive portfolio review session. Whether you’re 
building your photography brand or refining your artistic 
vision, receive valuable feedback on your work, learn 
industry best practices, and explore strategies to elevate 
your portfolio. Don’t miss this opportunity to sharpen 
your skills and take your photography to the next level!
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Portfolio Review Sign-Up

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1FgtJd8wTU6sZEFv9XZMlELYZvQlo4NAupPY4mKM3NhUODVXTUlGOFQ0UEQyVEJTMVE5STBHSzJQWS4u&route=shorturl


SCEDULE OFEvents
TUESDAY, MARCH 25

Choreographing Your Career: A Movement-Inspired 
Goal-Setting Workshop
Tamara Irving
11:15 am - 12:30 pm
Upper Manley Concourse

Turn career planning into an art form in this interactive 
workshop that blends movement with intentional 
goal setting. Using principles from choreography—
structure, transitions, and momentum—students will 
map out their creative career paths in a dynamic and 
engaging way. Through guided exercises, reflection, 
and movement-based problem-solving, participants 
will leave with a personalized “Career Choreography 
Map” and actionable steps to move toward their 
dreams with confidence and flexibility.
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SCEDULE OFEvents Events
TUESDAY, MARCH 25

Stage + Spotlight: Performance & Workshop with 
Alliance Theatre
Kerrington Griffin, Maya Lawrence and Jayla Dyas
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
LLC2 Auditorium

Step into the world of professional theater with Alliance 
Theatre in this dynamic performance and workshop 
experience. Explore the craft of storytelling, engage in 
interactive exercises, and learn about exciting fellowship 
and internship opportunities. Whether you’re an aspiring 
performer, writer, or behind-the-scenes creative, this 
session offers valuable insights into launching your 
career in the arts!
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SCEDULE OFEvents
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

ATL Film Party Presents: Keeping It Reel – Film 
Showcase & Portfolio Review
Olamma Oparah, Mya Morton, Sade Askew, Maia Miller 
and Shayla Raquel
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
LLC2 Auditorium

Kick off the night with a networking mixer, then dive 
into an interactive film showcase where student 
reels take center stage! A panel of five accomplished 
filmmakers will provide live feedback, highlight 
standout submissions, and share industry insights in 
a Q&A session. Whether you’re looking to refine your 
portfolio or connect with industry pros, this is a must-
attend event for aspiring filmmakers!
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Portfolio Review Sign-Up

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1FgtJd8wTU6sZEFv9XZMlELYZvQlo4NAupPY4mKM3NhUODVXTUlGOFQ0UEQyVEJTMVE5STBHSzJQWS4u&route=shorturl


SCEDULE OFEvents Events
THURSDAY, MARCH 27

Portfolio Building for Today’s Artist
Lindsey Renea
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Manley President’s Dining Room

Learn how to craft a compelling artistic portfolio 
that showcases your unique talents and secures 
opportunities. Dancer, educator, and creative 
entrepreneur Lindsay Renea shares insights on writing 
strong bios, artist statements, and proposals, plus tips 
on networking and self-promotion. Perfect for artists of 
all disciplines looking to elevate their careers!
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SCEDULE OFEvents
THURSDAY, MARCH 27

Creative AfterHours: Film & Fun with
Director Kerri Garrett
Amena Brown & Kerri Garnett
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Manley Atrium

Unwind and get inspired at Creative AfterHours, 
featuring acclaimed director Kerri Garrett! Dive into 
a fun, hands-on activity inspired by Kerri’s films, 
blending creativity and storytelling in an interactive 
way. Whether you’re a filmmaker, artist, or just love a 
good creative challenge, this is the perfect chance to 
connect, create, and explore the magic of storytelling 
in a relaxed, after-hours vibe!
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SCEDULE OFEvents Events
FRIDAY, MARCH 28

Adobe x AUC Create Now
Aaliyah Taylor, Ashlee Muhammad, Kirah Ominique, 
Shaniqua J, and Omar Soto
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Manley Atrium

AUC students, join us for Create Now, an exclusive 
event hosted at Spelman College and open to all AUC 
students! Discover the intersection of style, social media, 
and personal branding with influencer-led sessions, 
hands-on Adobe demos, and networking opportunities.

Influencer Power Hour – Tips on corporate style, social 
media photography, and personal branding from top 
influencers. Connect & Create – Enjoy refreshments, 
network, and witness a live Lightroom & Photoshop 
demo by Terry White. Level up your creative journey with 
Adobe and leave inspired!
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Register Here Portfolio Review Sign-Up

https://event.adobe.com/spelmancreatenow
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=1FgtJd8wTU6sZEFv9XZMlELYZvQlo4NAupPY4mKM3NhUODVXTUlGOFQ0UEQyVEJTMVE5STBHSzJQWS4u&route=shorturl


ARTISTS

NINA LEE
Founder of DefiniteLee Films and Agency
Writer · Director · Actor · Comedian
IG: @ninaserafinaaa

Nina Lee is an Award-Winning Writer, Director, and Actor… 
who sometimes does Stand Up Comedy too. Nina is known for 
captivating visuals, a pristine comedic flair and the way she creates 
surrealism through words. Her knack for storytelling through both 
visual and written mediums has given her the opportunity to work 
with brands such as Netflix, HBO, Adult Swim and more. 

Her short film ARTISTIC which was Executive Produced by Lena 
Waithe and stars Marshawn Lynch and Taylor Freeman, won the 
Audience Choice Award at the Chicago International Film Festival. 
And has had a steller festival run, screening in over 12 critically 
acclaimed festivals. She recently made her commercial directing 
debut with major convenience store SHEETZ. She resides in Atlanta, 
GA with her dogs Glen Coco, Scotty Casper and Oakley Copper. 
Nina’s desire is to keep creating dope sh*t and inspiring black girls, 
women and anyone who doesn’t feel seen, that the sky isn’t the limit 
for what they can create — the limit does not exist. … The limit does 
not exist! 

Spotlight

Nina Lee’s Website12

https://www.ninaleefilms.com/


ARTISTS

Award-Winning Photographer
Photographer
IG: @lnweatherspoon

Lynsey Weatherspoon, an award-winning photographer, portraitist, 
and director, draws her inspiration from her late mother, Rhonda, 
who was her first photography teacher. Like Carrie Mae Weems, 
Weatherspoon’s gift of a camera gave her purpose and direction. 
Based in Atlanta and Birmingham, her work spans editorial and 
commercial photography, using both stills and filmmaking to tell 
powerful stories. Her work has been featured in The New York Times, 
NPR, ESPN, and more.

Weatherspoon captures history in real time, documenting significant 
moments such as the Equal Justice Institute’s Bryan Stevenson and 
the National Memorial for Peace and Justice. Her subjects range 
from demonstrators to the majesty of Mardi Gras, highlighting 
heritage and humanity.Exhibited at The African American Museum in 
Philadelphia and Photoville NYC, Weatherspoon is an awardee of The 
Lit List (2018) and a Canon Explorer of Light (2020). She is affiliated 
with Diversify Photo, Authority Collective, Women Photograph, 
and more. Available for national and international assignments, 
Weatherspoon also develops curriculum for schools, colleges, 
and conferences, offering both virtual and in-person speaking 
engagements.

Spotlight

Lyndsey Weatherspoon’s Website

LYNSEY WEATHERSPOON
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https://www.lynseyweatherspoon.com/


Award-Winning Photographer
Dancer · Photographer
IG: @shocphoto

Shoccara Marcus is a dancer and photographer whose passion 
for movement evolved into a love for capturing dance through 
photography. After studying dance at Howard University, she earned 
a BFA in Dance with a minor in Visual Arts-Photography and an MFA in 
Photography from Savannah College of Art and Design (Atlanta).

Shoccara’s work spans national and international exhibitions, including 
the China Jinan International Photography Biennial, Exposition des 
étudiants in France, and the Museum of Contemporary Art in Atlanta, 
where her series Choreographing My Past is part of the permanent 
collection.

She recently completed a two-year Artist-in-Residence program at 
Cousin’s Promenade in Atlanta, where she created art throughout the 
city. Her published works include Inspired Georgia, a book featuring 
Georgia’s best poets and photographers, Dance Atlanta!, a postcard 
set commissioned by Brown Girls Do Ballet, and her annual Dance 
Photography calendars.

ARTISTSSpotlight
SHOCCARA MARCUS

Shoccara Marcus’s Website

Shocphoto 15

https://www.shoccaramarcus.com/
https://www.shocphoto.com/


ARTISTS

Owner of TMI Design & Consulting LLC
Dancer
IG: @tmi.design.consulting

Tamara Irving is a professional dancer and choreographer who was 
part of the premiere casts of both the Hamburg Germany Company 
and the U.S. National Tour of Disney’s The Lion King. She has also 
performed with The Atlanta Opera. Tamara trained with renowned 
instructors such as Cubie Burke and Shen Wei, and is a proud 
member of Actor’s Equity.

A graduate of Howard University with a degree in Marketing, 
Tamara danced with the Atlanta Hawks Dance Team and served as 
the resident choreographer for the Jr. Dance Team. She recently 
completed 12 years as the dance director at North Atlanta High 
School, where she was named Teacher of the Year in 2014-2015.

In 2017, Tamara earned a Master of Arts in Dance Education from the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She is the owner of TMI 
Design & Consulting LLC, which supports fine and performing arts 
educators. A proud wife and mother of three, Tamara is passionate 
about inspiring others through dance, believing that movement can 
be found in everything.

TAMARA IRVING

Spotlight

Tamara Irving’s Website16

https://www.tmidesignconsulting.com/


Spelman Alumna · Alliance Theatre
Multidisciplinary Artist
IG: @kayashoots

Maya Lawrence is a NYC-born, Atlanta-based multidisciplinary artist 
specializing in theater, performance, and poetry. As an actor, teaching 
artist, and facilitator, she brings creativity, curiosity, and compassion to 
her work with audiences ranging from newborns to adults. Maya designs 
theater-based experiences rooted in anti-bias work for youth, families, 
corporations, and organizations, helping individuals become their most 
authentic and empathetic selves.

A proud Spelman College alumna, Maya is also the inaugural Spelman 
Leadership Fellow in residence at the Tony Award-winning Alliance 
Theatre. With a mission to liberate the world through art, Maya uses 
radical love to illuminate the path toward healing and transformation.

ARTISTSSpotlight
MAYA LAWRENCE
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ARTISTS

Spelman Alumna · Alliance Theatre
Performance Artist
IG: @kerringtong

Kerrington Griffin is a dynamic and versatile artist with a passion 
for performance, choreography, and public speaking. As a Spelman 
Leadership Fellow at the Alliance Theatre, she’s honing her 
leadership skills while bringing her creative vision to life. Kerrington’s 
academic journey has equipped her with strong performance 
abilities, choreography techniques, and the ability to thrive in fast-
paced environments, all while fostering collaboration and goal-
oriented work.

Her previous residency with Nyama Contemporary Dance Company 
at The Kennedy Center allowed her to collaborate closely with 
Artistic Director Roxi Victorian, contributing choreography and 
ideas to the company’s artistic process. Kerrington’s commitment 
to the arts and entertainment industry is clear as she graduated 
in May 2024, with aspirations of carving out a professional career 
in the creative field.With a keen ability to balance creativity and 
management, Kerrington is ready to take on new opportunities and 
make an impact in the world of performance and beyond. She’s 
always eager to connect and collaborate, bringing her enthusiasm 
and drive to every project.

Spotlight

Kerrington Griffin’s Website

KERRINGTON GRIFFIN
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https://kerringtongriffin.com/


JAYLA DYAS
Spelman Alumna · Alliance Theatre
Multidisciplinary Artist
IG: @chanel.jayla

Jayla Dyas is a recent Spelman College graduate (Class of 2023) with a 
BA in Psychology and a minor in Theatre and Performance. A passionate 
storyteller, Jayla believes in the power of artistic expression to support 
spiritual, mental, and emotional well-being. She is deeply committed 
to exploring the intersections of art and personal growth, seeking 
opportunities to expand her knowledge and artistry.

Currently, Jayla is embracing post-grad life with an open heart, ready 
to explore new creative paths and make a meaningful impact. She has 
worked closely with the Alliance Theatre over the past two years, where 
her professionalism and astuteness have been noted by many.

Excitingly, Jayla was recently accepted into the British American 
Drama Academy’s Black British Theatre and Performance Program in 
London. She is thrilled to dive deeper into the world of theatre within 
the African Diaspora, expanding her perspective and honing her craft. 
As she embarks on this new adventure, Jayla is eager to continue 
discovering her passions and carving out her unique place in the world 
of performance.

ARTISTSSpotlight
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ARTISTS

Film Editor
Editor
IG: @reellifeditmedia

Sadé Askew is film editor and an all-around dreamer from Detroit, 
MI. Her love for production started in Detroit as a kid daydreaming 
and watching BET & MTV. She then went off to Florida A&M 
University where she graduated with a Broadcast Journalism. Sadé 
worked as a news producer for 5 years before one day deciding that 
she didn’t love it. Working in news just wasn’t fulfilling nor was it 
the life she had dreamed of when watching 106 & Park. So in 2017, 
she broke her news contract and moved to Atlanta with nothing 
but a camera. Not knowing how she was going to make it, Sadé 
began grinding it out in the film world - taking on free work just 
to get experience. In the 8 years that Sadé has been working as a 
freelance filmmaker, she’s shot and edited for a lot of the people and 
companies she’s had on her vision board since a kid. Her client list 
includes Keke Palmer, Oprah Winfrey, Academy Award Nominated 
Actress Danielle Brooks, Bill Murray, HBO, BET, Google, Warner Bros, 
Sephora, Steve Madden, just to name a few. Sadé’s ultimate goal 
is to create shows and films that puts Black art at the forefront and 
allows little Black kids to use their imagination and dream.

Spotlight

Sadé Askew’s Website

SADÉ ASKEW
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https://www.reellifeditmedia.com/


ATL Film Party
Curator of Film
IG: @olammalamma

Olamma Oparah is a filmmaker and the current Curator of Film for 
ATLFILMPARTY, where she uplifts innovative works by independent 
filmmakers. Her films explore the emotional landscapes and lived 
experiences of Black women, blending African oral traditions, ancestral 
coding, and non-linear narrative structures. Over the past seven years, 
Olamma has developed an experimental documentary style modeled on 
the Dikenga, a cyclical framework representing birth, adulthood, death, 
and ancestorship. Her film Rest Intuit debuted at the Bronze Lens Film 
Festival and was an official selection at the New Orleans Film Festival. 
Olamma’s work is deeply rooted in themes of rest, resistance, and 
spiritual reflection. As a filmmaker and curator, Olamma is committed 
to creating spaces where Black stories thrive, encouraging reflection, 
healing, and collective imagination.

ARTISTSSpotlight
OLAMMA OPARAH
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ARTISTS

Award Winning DirectorDirector
IG: @shaylaraquel

Shayla Racquel is a dynamic director and storyteller, known for her 
genre-bending projects that blend comedy, drama, and tension with 
meaningful messages. Diagnosed with Sickle Cell Disease and having 
suffered a stroke at age 12, Shayla’s life challenges fueled her passion 
for filmmaking. Her work focuses on complex female characters 
navigating multifaceted identities.

Her films have been featured in over 40 festivals, winning more 
than 20 awards, including a Student Emmy. Shayla’s work has been 
highlighted by outlets like The Washington Post and VIBE, and she 
was named one of OkayPlayer’s “Eight Up-And-Coming Directors.”

Shayla has directed for ABC/Disney, AMC ALLBLK, and Keke 
Palmer’s KeyTV, garnering millions of views. She also directs 
commercials for top brands like Procter & Gamble and Facebook. A 
graduate of Florida A&M University and American University, Shayla 
continues to push boundaries in both narrative and commercial 
filmmaking.

Spotlight

Shayla Racquel’s Website

SHAYLA RACQUEL
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https://www.shaylaracquel.com/


HBCU Alumna & Producer
Producer · Project Manager
IG: @auntiimai

Maia Miller is a creative producer and project manager based in Atlanta, 
Georgia, with a strong passion for developing impactful content. A 2014 
graduate of Howard University’s TV & Film program, Maia has worked 
in various production roles, including digital media development, 
talent management, and post-production. She has produced award-
winning content such as the short film Glitter Ain’t Gold, which garnered 
recognition at SXSW and several film festivals.

Notably, Maia was selected as one of only four producers for the 
inaugural ColorCreative Fellowship, a program by the management 
and production company co-founded by Issa Rae, Deniese Davis, and 
Talitha Watkins. ColorCreative’s mission to empower creators and 
disrupt the industry aligns with Maia’s dedication to crafting innovative 
and inclusive entertainment. Maia’s career also includes work on major 
projects like Queen & Slim and She’s Gotta Have It. She continues to 
seek opportunities to push boundaries in digital content and branded 
campaigns.

ARTISTSSpotlight

Maia Miller’s IMDB

MAIA MILLER
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm8035903/


ARTISTS

Award Winning Artist
Cinematographer· Director · Screenwriter · Editor
IG: @mya.bre

Mya-Breyana Morton is an award-winning creative artist from 
Lithonia, Georgia, recently recognized in Forbes 30 Under 30 
Class of 2024 and Forbes 30 Under 30: Atlanta. A multi-hyphenate 
director, cinematographer, screenwriter, and editor, Mya holds 
a Master of Fine Arts in Film & Television Production from the 
Savannah College of Art & Design.

Her work includes the Webby Award-winning and Emmy-nominated 
short film Because, I Love You, along with other critically acclaimed 
films like What Remains of Emily, Proud, and The Traveler. Her thesis 
film, The Traveler, earned widespread praise and was featured on 
WABE/PBS’s Atlanta on Film. 

Mya is the co-founder of the Production Circle, a community for 
independent artists, and the founder and creative director of 
Unconscious Media, a boutique creative marketing agency. With 
a focus on amplifying marginalized voices and pushing creative 
boundaries, Mya is dedicated to reshaping the cinematic landscape 
through powerful, innovative storytelling.

Spotlight

Mya-Breyana Morton’s Website

MYA-BREYANA MORTON
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https://www.myabre.com/


Founder of the Lindsay Renae Foundation
Performer · Choreographer · Educator
IG: @lindsayrenea

Lindsay Renea is a dynamic performer, choreographer, and educator 
with expertise in concert dance, musical theatre, and dance on film. An 
Ohio native, she discovered her love for movement early, earning a BFA 
in Dance with a minor in Piano from Howard University. During her senior 
year, she joined the acclaimed Garth Fagan Dance Company, where she 
became a senior principal dancer, performing alongside the Wynton 
Marsalis Septet, Jessye Norman, and the Ying Quartet.

Her choreography has been featured internationally with Muda Africa 
Dance Company (Tanzania), Sean Penn’s JP/HRO, and productions like 
Nina Simone: Four Women and Romeo & Juliet. She has performed 
works by renowned choreographers including Christopher Huggins, 
Ronald K. Brown, and Ayodele Casel.

A passionate educator, Lindsay earned an MFA in Choreography from 
Jacksonville University and teaches a wide range of styles. She is the 
founder of The Lindsay Renea Foundation, Rehearsal Director for 
Komanse Dance Company, an Alabama Arts Fellow, and the first female 
Assistant Professor of Dance and Artistic Director of the BFA Dance 
Program at Alabama State University.

ARTISTSSpotlight

Lindsay Renae’s Website

LINDSAY RENEA
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https://www.lindsayrenea.org/home


ARTISTS

Spelman Alumna · CreativeMornings
Poet · Performing Artist · Host
IG: @amenabee

Amena Brown is a spoken word poet, performing artist, and 
event host whose work blends storytelling, rhyme, and humor. A 
proud Spelman College alumna, she amplifies the voices of Black, 
Indigenous, Asian, and Latinx women through her podcast HER with 
Amena Brown. She cohosts Wake Up and Create with WABE/NPR 
and CreativeMornings Atlanta. 

Amena has released five spoken word albums and two books, 
with her poetry featured in the New York Times bestseller Rhythm 
of Prayer. Her essay “Period Playlist” appears in Hungry Hearts 
alongside Ashley C. Ford and Bozoma Saint John. A 2022 The 
Watering Hole Poetry Fellow, her poem “Never Tell a Black Girl How 
to Black Girl” was featured on Social Society. 

She has partnered with PATTERN Beauty and Olay’s Face Anything 
campaign and performed at MAKERS Conference, Essence 
Festival, and Creativity World Forum. She has shared the stage with 
Sonia Sanchez, Pearl Cleage, and Cornel West.Based in Atlanta 
with her husband DJ Opdiggy, Amena transforms theaters into 
intimate spaces where performance sparks conversation and builds 
community.

Spotlight

Amena Brown’s Website

AMENA BROWN
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https://www.amenabrown.com/


Owner of House of Productions
Multidisciplinary Artist
IG: @kerri.meawayy

Kerri Garrett is a multidisciplinary artist from Columbus, Ohio, based 
in Atlanta, Georgia. A Clark Atlanta University alumna, she merges 
dance, film, and theater to craft compelling narratives about the Black 
experience. Her acting credits include Heaux & Tell, Salt City: An Afro-
futuristic Choreopoem, and Hand’s Up. 

A trained dancer, Kerri has studied at Theatre Street Dance Academy, 
Spelman Dance Theatre, and Staib Dance, working with choreographers 
like Jacquel Knight, Micaela Taylor, and Kiki Ely. Her choreography credits 
include For Colored Girls… (Clark Atlanta University) and School Girls; Or, 
the African Mean Girls Play (CATCO).

In 2020, Kerri received Fulton County’s Virtual Arts Initiative Grant for 
Longshot: Atlanta, a five-part dance visual series she directed and 
produced. She has received grants from the Alliance Theatre’s Reiser 
Lab, NBAF Artist Project Fund, and A&E Entertainment Atlanta. Also, 
a published model, her work has appeared in Vanity Fair UK, Shuba 
Magazine, and Nude Magazine, with brand collaborations including 
Sonos, Telfar, and Google.Currently, Kerri is developing new creative 
projects with her production company, House of Productions.

ARTISTSSpotlight

Kerri Garrett’s Website

KERRI GARRETT
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https://www.kerrigarrett.com/


ARTISTS

Adobe
Senior Community Events Manager
IG: @hiaaliyahtaylor

A Baltimore native turned Atlanta-based Community Builder 
and Experiential Marketer. She thrives on creating unforgettable 
experiences for forward-thinking brands, helping them crack the 
cultural code, build loyalty, and dominate the “gram”—and beyond.

Once a founder obsessed with connections, She shifted from 
building ventures to leading the creative charge. Now, She crafts 
culture-driven experiences, viral PR moments, and jaw-dropping 
events that make brands irresistible. Her superpower? Spotting 
hidden potential and transforming it into immersive activations that 
propel brands to new heights.

Her clients don’t settle for mediocre, and neither does she. She 
doesnn’t just manage projects—She ignites them, spreading 
confidence and creativity with every move. Challenges? Just 
detours to cooler opportunities. Her mission is to turn brands into 
movements.

When she’s not creating, you’ll find her dancing to vinyl, crushing 
gym sessions to fire playlists, or leaving poems on napkins for lucky 
strangers. 

Spotlight

Aaliyah Taylor’s Website

AALIYAH TAYLOR
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https://www.hiaaliyah.com/


Founder of Sutter and Melrose
Content Creator · Stylist
IG: @simplicityxstyle

Shaniqua J, celebrity wardrobe stylist, content creator, and entrepreneur 
known for her chic trendforward aesthetic. She shares her style journey 
online, inspiring a community that values authenticity and self-
expression. As Sutter and Melrose’s founder, she blends fashion and 
storytelling through curated pieces. Whether on set or digital platforms, 
Shaniqua makes fashion both aspirational and accessible.

ARTISTSSpotlight
SHANIQUA J
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ARTISTS

Influencer · Designer · Stylist
Influencer · Stylist
IG: @eyeconicash

Ashlee Muhammad is a self-love enthusiast, wife, mom, stylist, and 
designer. As the CEO of  BeEyeConic™, a luxury lifestyle brand, 
Ashlee’s signature custom designs embody women empowerment, 
self-expression, and, most importantly, self-love. The “Self-Love 
Ambassador” started her BeEyeConic movement, championing 
women to look at what some may see as flaws as things that make 
them uniquely beautiful. Mrs. Muhammad is an influencer and 
philanthropist who has embarked on the task to change the world, 
one person’s self-esteem at a time.

Spotlight

Ashlee Muhammad’s Website

ASHLEE  MUHAMMAD
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https://beeyeconic.com/


Award Winning Filmmaker
Filmmaker
IG: @lilozfilms

Omar Soto is an Emmy and Telly Award-winning filmmaker based in 
Atlanta, Georgia. With a career spanning over 20 independent films, 
he is known for his ability to craft compelling and impactful stories. His 
latest project, The Border Baby, is in its final stages, further cementing 
his reputation in the industry. Dedicated to his craft, Omar continues to 
push creative boundaries in film and television.

ARTISTSSpotlight
OMAR SOTO
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ARTISTS

Influencer
Content Creator
IG: @kirahominique

Kirah Ominique is an influencer and content creator that cultivates 
her life through beauty, fashion, travel and lifestyle. She has grown 
her social community, her GWORLS, by showcasing her daily life 
from phlebotomist to full-time creator. She has collaborated with 
several fashion, travel, beauty and lifestyle brands that her goal is to 
launch her own projects. She is inspired to create the life she wants, 
and her life is illustrated frame by frame – THE BIG GWORL WAY!

Spotlight
KIRA OMINIQUE
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COMPANYPartners

https://atlfilmparty.com/
https://www.alliancetheatre.org/
https://creativemornings.com/cities/atl
https://event.adobe.com/spelmancreatenow
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SPECIALThanks
To all the artists, student ambassadors, Spelman faculty, 
and staff who made the inaugural CreateHER Creative 
Career Fest a success—thank you!

Your generosity, talent, and support helped create a 
space where creativity flourished, connections were 
made, and inspiration flowed. To the incredible artists who 
shared their time and expertise, we are deeply grateful for 
your willingness to uplift and guide the next generation of 
creative leaders.

To our Spelman students—you are the reason CreateHER 
exists. Your passion, innovation, and artistry are the 
foundation of a future filled with limitless possibilities. 
Keep creating, keep dreaming, and keep pushing the 
boundaries of your craft. Your voices, visions, and stories 
matter, and the world is waiting for what you have to offer.

With deep appreciation,
Michele Ogden

CreateHER Creative Career Fest Visionary



https://cpd.spelman.edu/

