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HISTORY OF SPELMAN COLLEGE

Sophia B. Packard and Harriet E. Giles, missionary teachers from New England, founded Spelman College. 
With one hundred dollars, eleven students, and an offer from Father Frank Quarles to use the basement 
of Friendship Baptist Church, Packard and Giles established the Atlanta Baptist Female Seminary on April 
11, 1881, to provide education and training for recently freed female slaves.  

The philanthropy of John D. Rockefeller enabled the school to purchase nine acres and five frame buildings. 
In 1884, as an expression of gratitude to its generous donor, the school changed its name to Spelman 
Seminary in honor of the parents of his wife, Laura Spelman Rockefeller. Through the vision and self-
sacrifice of Packard, the seminary was granted a state charter in 1888. Upon Packard’s death in 1891, Giles 
became its president. During her years of service (1891–1910), enrollment grew to 800 pupils, and the 
curriculum expanded to incorporate instruction in secondary and collegiate programming that included 
teacher, missionary, and nurse training.  

From 1910 to 1953, the institution experienced unprecedented growth during the presidencies of Lucy 
Hale Tapley (1910–1927) and Florence Matilda Read (1927–1953). In 1924, Spelman became a four-year 
liberal arts college and made substantial strides in its curriculum and organization. Perhaps the most signif-
icant event of this time was the signing of the “Agreement of Affiliation” in 1929 by Spelman, Morehouse 
College, and Atlanta University. The agreement served as the foundation upon which the Atlanta Univer-
sity Center was established in 1947.  

In 1953, Spelman began a new legacy of leadership when Albert Edward Manley, EdD, became the first 
male and first African American to lead the institution. During his administration (1953–1976), the Col-
lege increased enrollment, enlarged the physical plant, and established programs that broadened the edu-
cational experience. Dr. Manley’s successor, Donald Mitchell Stewart, PhD (1976–1986), augmented this 
formidable legacy by enhancing academic programming, strengthening the faculty, and tripling the Col-
lege’s endowment.  

In 1987, Johnnetta Betsch Cole, PhD, became the first African American woman president of Spelman. 
During her tenure (1987–1997), she initiated programs that strengthened ties between the College and 
local, national, and international constituencies. The Spelman Campaign: Initiatives for the Nineties was 
successfully completed in 1996 by raising $113.8 million, making it the largest campaign in the history of 
Black college fundraising at the time.  

Spelman recorded another historic moment in its annals in 1997 as Audrey Forbes Manley, MD, C’55, 
became the first alumna to take the helm as its eighth president. Under her leadership, the College transi-
tioned into the twenty-first century by implementing strategic planning, improving infrastructure, enhanc-
ing technology, expanding community partnerships, and increasing its endowment. In 2000, the state-of-
the-art $33.9 million Albro Falconer Manley Science Center was completed.  

In 2002, Beverly Daniel Tatum, PhD, began her tenure as the ninth president of Spelman College. In 
2008, the Gordon-Zeto Fund for International Initiatives was established with a gift of $17 million, which 
helped increase opportunities for international travel for students and faculty and provided additional fi-
nancial aid for international students. Dr. Tatum also facilitated the completion of the most successful 
capital campaign in Spelman’s history, raising an unprecedented $157.8 million. In addition, she oversaw 
the completion of The Suites, later named in her honor The Beverly Daniel Tatum Suites, the first LEED 
Silver certified “green” residence hall on the campus of a historically Black college or university.  
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HISTORY OF SPELMAN COLLEGE

In March of 2015, Mary Schmidt Campbell, PhD, was named Spelman’s tenth president. Dr. Campbell 
viewed Spelman as a “necessity” to “reach an ideal of equality,” so she launched “Imagine. Invent. Ascend,” 
a bold new strategic vision for educating Black women for the twenty-first century. Leading the College 
through transformative change and the unprecedented global COVID-19 pandemic, she worked tirelessly 
to ensure that every Spelman student graduates with a competitive edge. She expanded the College’s strate-
gic partnerships and deepened its excellence in STEM by wedding it to art, innovation, and technology. To 
support this vision, the College, under Dr. Campbell’s leadership, raised more than $339 million, the larg-
est comprehensive campaign in Spelman’s history. 

The construction of a new 84,000-square-foot Mary Schmidt Campbell Center for Innovation and the Arts 
was the culminating activity of Dr. Campbell’s tenure. The first new academic facility to be built on the 
campus in 25 years, the building will serve as the College’s “front porch,” opening the campus to the 
Westside community. 

On July 1, 2022, Helene D. Gayle, MD, MPH, was named Spelman’s eleventh president. At her investiture in 
April of 2023, Dr. Gayle committed herself to working with the Spelman community to change the lives of those 
who will change the lives of others. She said, “Now, more than ever we need Spelman women who are ready to 
be in the room and at the table where decisions about our future, our collective destiny, are being made.” 

2024 marked 100 years since Spelman Baptist Seminary became Spelman College. At the convocation cel-
ebrating this milestone, the College announced the receipt of a $100 million historic gift from longtime 
Spelman trustee and philanthropist Ronda Stryker and her husband, William Johnston. The gift is the 
largest individual donation ever to an HBCU and the largest in the history of the College. Dr. Gayle de-
scribed this gift as “transformative; it will open doors to a wide range of exciting possibilities for a college 
where students and staff already ‘do so much with so little.’ This gift is a critical step in our school’s mission 
to eliminate financial barriers to starting and finishing a Spelman education.” 

In November of 2024, Rosalind “Roz” Brewer, C’84, was named interim president of Spelman College. 
President Brewer is Chair Emerita of the Spelman College Board of Trustees, serving from 2006 to 2023 
and from 2011 to 2023 as board chair. She is a renowned corporate executive celebrated for her visionary 
leadership, transformative impact, and unwavering dedication to advancing positive change in global busi-
ness. As one of the few Black women to reach the C-suite in a Fortune 100 company, her groundbreaking 
career has cemented her status as one of today’s most influential figures. Recognized among Fortune’s “Most 
Powerful Women in Business” for her strategic acumen and commitment to excellence and equity, Brewer 
drives powerful results across corporate, educational, and cultural initiatives. Her vision for Spelman com-
bines institutional stability with strategic advancement as she builds on the college’s legacy of excellence to 
prepare students for an evolving global landscape. 

During the 2026 Founders Day celebration, President Brewer announced the public launch of “Spelman 
Forward,” a landmark $500 million comprehensive campaign aimed at recalibrating the College’s financial 
and academic models to build a more future-ready Spelman. She said, “Spelman was founded in 1881 
during a period of national reconstruction by those who believed education was a tool for liberation. Today, 
we face a ‘New Reconstruction’ shaped by AI, economic volatility, and shifting workforce demands. We are 
acting with the same clarity our founders possessed: by investing first and foremost in the talented women 
who will architect a more equitable technological future.” The “Spelman Forward” vision emphasizes that 
while the world changes, Spelman’s mission remains constant yet scaled for the 21st century. By investing 
in our academy in various ways with a focus on interdisciplinary problem-solving, the College is ensuring 
its graduates remain independent thought leaders equipped to solve the world’s most intractable problems. 
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ACADEMIC REGALIA 

Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 

when European universities were under the jurisdiction of the church. Caps, hoods, and gowns symbolize the 

scholarly devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. Participants 

in Spelman’s Commencement today reflect the variety of colors and styles associated with the diverse degrees 

earned in the United States and abroad. 

The gown is usually black, but some universities have adopted distinctive colors for their robes. The cut of the 

gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and 

falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. The master’s gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. 

The doctor’s gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and around the neck of the garment. 

The mortarboard cap has been adopted by most universities. Some participants, however, wear the beret cap. 

Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Gold tassels are reserved 

for those with doctorate degrees and governing officers of educational institutions. Tassels on caps are worn 

on the right side until the degrees are granted, after which they are worn on the left side of the cap. 

The hood offers the most significant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner 

lining of the hood identifies the institution from which the individual earned the degree. The inner lining 

of the Spelman hood is blue. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning in 

which the degree has been earned. 

For all academic purposes, the colors associated with the fields of learning are listed below: 

Arts, Letters, Humanities ........................ White 

Economics ............................................ Copper 

Education ......................................... Light Blue 

Engineering ........................................... Orange 

Fine Arts, including Architecture .......... Brown 

Music ............................................................ Pink 

Philosophy ........................................... Dark Blue 

Public Health .................................. Salmon Pink 

Science ......................................... Golden Yellow 

Theology .................................................... Scarlet 

The President of the College wears the official Ceremonial Chain. Designed by Tiffany and Company, it contains 

three vermeil medallions that are die-struck with the shaded areas recessed and raised. Two of the medallions pay 

homage to Sisters Chapel while the bottom medallion features the Spelman Seal. The star of service within the 

seal is a Spelman blue buffed epoxy star with a .20-carat diamond. A hand-constructed vermeil necklace connects 

each of the three medallions. The necklace features a group of links, which are separated by squares inspired by 

the columns of Sisters Chapel. 

The Spelman College Ceremonial Mace, held by the Head Marshal, is made from the wood of a tulip poplar 

and embellished with sterling silver, 14-carat gold, bronze, and blue topaz stones. The shape and light color of 

the wood echo the colors of Spelman and give a strong yet feminine look. The top end of the Mace, made of 

sterling silver, gold, and bronze, holds the seal of the College. On the staff, just below the seal, are sterling 

silver silhouettes of magnolia leaves that appear on the front of the staff to show an engraving of Sisters Chapel. 

The pattern of the leaves is sprinkled with several blue topaz cabochon stones. Each of the two sterling silver 

rings on the shaft of the Mace is also adorned with four blue topaz stones. A large, blue glass stone is set into 

the bottom of the Mace. Commissioned by Spelman College President Audrey F. Manley, C’55, in 2000, the 

Mace was designed by alumna Charnelle Holloway, C’79, associate professor of art. Holloway, a metalsmith, 

created the Mace in collaboration with Nick Cook, a fine woodturner. The Spelman College Ceremonial Mace 

was used first in 2001 on the 100th anniversary of the awarding of Spelman’s first baccalaureate degree. 
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ORDER OF EXERCISES 
Presiding 

ROSALIND BREWER, C’84 
President 

PROCESSIONAL Trumpet Tunes John Stanley, 
  John Ireland, David Johnson 

ORGAN PRELUDE  In Quiet Mood Florence B. Price 

WELCOME  Provost Mark E. Lee, PhD 

INVOCATION   The Reverend Neichelle Guidry, PhD 
  Dean of the Chapel 

ANTHEM Non Nobis, Domine Rosephanye Powell 
 Not unto us, O Lord, but to your name be the glory 

THE OCCASION AND INTRODUCTION  President Brewer 
OF SPEAKER 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS   Symone D. Sanders Townsend 

CONFERRING OF Symone Sanders Townsend, Doctor of Humane Letters President Brewer and 
HONORARY DEGREE  Provost Lee 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2026  Claire Babineaux-Fontenot Lovette Twyman Russell, C’83 
NATIONAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD  Board of Trustees 

MUSIC A Choice to Change the World Kevin Johnson and  
 The Spelman College Glee Club Sarah Stephens Benibo, C’2007 

VALEDICTORY REMARKS Sophia Michelle T. Davis, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Mariama Diallo, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Nia-Sarai Madison Perry, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Alyssa Chinyere Richardson, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Aiyana Elise Ringo, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Alexis Renae Sims, C’2026, Valedictorian 
 Cori'Anna Kayln White, C’2026, Valedictorian 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SENIOR CLASS  Raven Herring, C’2026 
  Senior Class President 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES Bachelor of Arts Degree President Brewer and 
 Bachelor of Science Degree Provost Lee 

CHARGE TO THE 2026 GRADUATING CLASS   President Brewer 

SPELMAN COLLEGE HYMN  Eddye Money Shivery, C’34  

 Spelman, thy name we praise May peace with thee abide Through years of toil and pain  And when life’s race is won, 
 Standards and honor raise, And God forever guide May thy dear walls remain  Thy noble work is done, 
 We’ll ever faithful be Thy heights supreme and true. Beacons of heavenly light, Oh God, forever bind 
 Throughout eternity. Blessings to you. Undaunted by the fight; Our hearts to thine. 

BENEDICTION  Reverend Guidry 

RECESSIONAL Festival March Eugene Gigout 

 Ariel A. Alvarado, MM, C’2021, Interim Director, The Spelman College Glee Club 
 Joyce F. Johnson, DMus, Spelman College Organist 
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 SYMONE D. SANDERS TOWNSEND 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER AND  
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT

Symone Sanders Townsend has never been one to wait her turn. A powerhouse in politics and media, she 

has spent her career breaking barriers, shaping national conversations, and using her voice to advocate for 

change. From campaign war rooms to the White House to the anchor desk, Symone has made her mark as 

a strategist, communicator, and trusted political analyst. 

Her meteoric rise began in 2016 when, at just 25 years old, she became the youngest presidential press 

secretary in history while working on Senator Bernie Sanders’s campaign. Her sharp political instincts and 

commanding presence earned her a spot on Rolling Stone’s list of 16 Young Americans shaping the 2016 

election. But that was just the beginning. 

By 29, she had published her first book, No, You Shut Up: Speaking Truth to Power and Reclaiming America, 

and played a pivotal role as a senior advisor in President Joe Biden’s 2020 campaign. Shortly after, she made 

history once again, joining the Biden-Harris administration as Deputy Assistant to President Biden and 

Senior Advisor and Chief Spokesperson for Vice President Kamala Harris—the first Black woman to ever 

hold that position. 

Beyond the political arena, Symone has always been passionate about problem-solving and social justice. 

Before stepping onto the national stage, she was a fierce advocate for juvenile justice reform, serving as the 

national chair of the Coalition of Juvenile Justice Emerging Leaders Committee. She later launched her 

own consulting firm, helping clients navigate the complex intersection of politics, policy, and public mes-

saging. 

Her voice has also resonated across major media platforms. A former CNN political commentator, Symone 

brought her signature blend of insight and straight talk to television before making the leap to MSNBC, 

where she launched her own show, SYMONE, before moving to co-host The Weekend. Today, as co-host of 

the primetime show The Weeknight, she continues to provide essential analysis on the most pressing issues 

facing the country. 

In addition to her work in politics and media, Symone has been deeply involved in academia, serving as a 

resident fellow at Georgetown University’s Institute for Politics and Public Service, Harvard’s Institute of 

Politics at the Kennedy School, and the University of Southern California’s Center for the Political Future. 

Through these roles, she has mentored the next generation of political leaders, sharing insights from her 

career at the highest levels of government and media. 

A North Omaha, Nebraska, native, Symone has been recognized for her contributions with numerous hon-

ors, including an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from American University and Black Enterprise’s 

Luminary Award at the Women of Power Summit. She is a proud member of the Cherry Blossom (DC) 

Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, and when she’s not on-air or in the halls of power, she enjoys life in 

Washington, D.C., with her husband, Shawn Townsend. 

Through every chapter of her career, Symone Sanders Townsend has remained a force—challenging conven-

tions, shaping discourse, and ensuring that the voices of everyday people are heard at the highest levels. 
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CLAIRE BABINEAUX-FONTENOT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

NATIONAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT

Claire Babineaux-Fontenot is a leader and advocate dedicated to combating hunger and strengthening com-

munities. Her decades-long service in social justice and humanitarian efforts is emblematic of her unwaver-

ing commitment to working alongside people experiencing food insecurity to create sustainable, equitable 

solutions in the movement to end hunger. From 2018 to 2026, Claire served as Chief Executive Officer of 

Feeding America, a network of food banks, statewide food bank associations, food pantries, and meal pro-

grams, and the largest charity in the United States since 2022, according to Forbes. Prior to joining Feeding 

America, Claire led effective teams for three decades, including 13 years on Walmart’s leadership team. 

There, in her roles as executive vice president and global treasurer, her responsibilities included taxes, treas-

ury operations, capital markets, investor relations, global risk management, casualty, and self-insurance, 

leading teams across 28 countries and over 1,000 associates worldwide.  

A Louisiana native, Claire holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of Louisiana in Lafayette, a Juris 

Doctor from Southern University Law Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and a Master of Laws in Taxation 

from Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law in Dallas, Texas. Claire was named one of 

Time’s 100 most influential people of 2020. In 2021, she was honored with PRWeek’s Communicator of 

the Year award and Southern Methodist University’s Distinguished Alumni Award. Claire was among Forbes’ 

50 Over 50 in 2022, and in 2023, the American Association of State Colleges and Universities honored 

her with the Distinguished Alumnus Award. In 2024, she received Notre Dame’s Laetare Medal, and she 

was named one of Time’s Women of the Year in 2025. Her relentless pursuit of an equitable, hunger-free 

America exemplifies her as a trailblazer and a compassionate advocate for social justice. 
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TOP TEN GRADUATES 

SOPHIA MICHELLE T. DAVIS  |  Sociology & Anthropology 
Summa Cum Laude 

MARIAMA DIALLO*  |  Documentary Filmmaking, Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

NIA-SARAI MADISON PERRY  |  Philosophy 
Summa Cum Laude 

ALYSSA CHINYERE RICHARDSON†  |  Biochemistry 
Summa Cum Laude 

AIYANA ELISE RINGO  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

ALEXIS RENAE SIMS  |  Philosophy, Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

CORI’ANNA KAYLN WHITE‡  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

NICOLE EZINNE ANYANWU  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

GABRIELLE JEANNETTE HARRIS†  |  Comparative Women’s Studies, Political 
Science 

Summa Cum Laude 

GUINN GORDON HERRON  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

† Receiving Honors Program High Distinction 
* Receiving Honors Program Distinction 

‡ Member of the Ethel Githii Honors Program 

 
Valedictorians are listed in alphabetical order. 



— 8 — 

HAVELIN RAE AUTRY  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

DANIELLE DOMOWA BAGARLI  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

KAILEN NICHOLE BAIN  |  Chemistry 
Cum Laude 

HANNAH DENISE BAUMGARDNER  |  Sociology & Anthropology, 
Spanish 
Summa Cum Laude 

TORI DELCHRISTINA BEVERLY  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

ARI NICHOLE BRADLEY  |  Health Science 

VICTORIA ANNALISE CAIN  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

MORGAN RAYE CHAMBERS  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

TYLER KATE DORSEY*  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

KYLA CAMILLE EMORY*  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

BAILEY EWING  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

MORGAN NICOLE FANNIN  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

SKYLAR ANN MARIE FLETCHER  |  Computer Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

BREANA CHRISTINA FOWLER†  |  Education Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

GRIER SINCLAIR FRANCIS*  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

NIA JENAE GIVAN  |  Theatre and Performance 
Summa Cum Laude 

AISJAH LASHELL GLASPIE  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

PARKER DEVON HALL*  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

KAI D. HARDIMON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

JAYDA MONET HARRIS†  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

KAELA RENEE HAWKINS*  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

JAYDA KIMORA HENDRICKSON†  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

RAVEN RAQUEL HERRING  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

MACKENZIE LYNNE HICKSON†  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

SAMANTHA M. HINES  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

BAILEY LOIS JOHNSON  |  Literature, Media, & Writing 
Magna Cum Laude 

ASHELEY AMARI JONES  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

ASHE’ RIAN KELSEY  |  Psychology 

TAYLOR MICHELLE LESLIE  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

AMAYA JOYCE LOUBEAU*  |  Art History 
Magna Cum Laude 

MAKYA ANAI LUCKY*  |  Biochemistry 
Cum Laude 

BLAIR WANDA MARTIN*  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

LAILA INGRID-I’YONNA MONTGOMERY  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

MAKAYLA OLIVIA MOORE  |  Biochemistry 
Summa Cum Laude 

VICTORIA ALVY MORRIS  |  Health Science 

HAILEY MACKENZIE MULLINS  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

LEAH WARREN RANDLE*  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

NILA KENDALL ROPER  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

ZOE NOELANI-RAYE SHEPARD†  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

JORDYN ARIANNA SMALLS†  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

LOGAN ANSLEY SMITH*  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

ANAYA MADISON STENSON  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

MELIA ALEXANDRA TERRY  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

ANA THERESA VILLAVASSO  |  Art 
Magna Cum Laude 

SAVANNAH IMANI WOODSON REEVES  |  Art History 
Summa Cum Laude  

ETHEL WADDELL GITHII HONORS PROGRAM 

The Honors Program at Spelman College was established in 1980 and later named in honor of Ethel Waddell Githii, a 
distinguished scholar and Spelman College Class of 1957 graduate who served as director of the Honors Program from 
1985 to 1990. The Honors Program captures the best of our institutional values: intellectual curiosity, academic rigor, 
critical/creative thinking, and strong ethical practice. At Commencement, the Honors Program recognizes three- and four-
year Honors Program students who have maintained high academic standards and completed a research thesis or its 
equivalent, supervised by one or more of the Spelman senior faculty. 

† Receiving Honors Program High Distinction  |  * Receiving Honors Program Distinction † Receiving Honors Program High Distinction  |  * Receiving Honors Program Distinction 
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SEFANIT ABEBE ABBI  |  Political Science 

EWAOLUWA AYOYINKA ADEWALE  |  Comparative Women’s 
Studies 

SENAM EMILY AFI AKYEA  |  Sociology 

MIA LANAE ALEEM  |  English 

LAILAH SIMONE ALLEN  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

SAMIYAH TYRAE ALLEN  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

KYRA ALLEYNE  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

TANAIJA SYLIVA ANDRE  |  Psychology 

ZOEE AKILI ANDREWS  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

TRINITEE D’NAE ARMSTRONG  |  Theatre and Performance 
Magna Cum Laude 

LEAH ALEXANDRA ARNOLD  |  Economics 

AWAH ACHIRI ASANGWE  |  Political Science, Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

QUEENIE-MICHELLE ABENA ASARE-GYAN  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

ZOE ALEXIS AZILLE  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

CYDNEY CHERIE BARNES BAKER  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

PAYTON BROWNE BAKER  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

NYAUNA RENEE BANKS  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

SHELBY ALANA BARKSDALE  |  International Studies 

ASIANA NATAVIA JACQUEZ BELCHER  |  Political Science 

DOMINIQUE ODESSA BETHEL  |  English 
Cum Laude 

VERALYN YVETTE BINGHAM  |  Art History 

ELLE ALEXANDRA BLACK  |  International Studies 
Cum Laude 

BROOKE PATRICIA BLACKNALL  |  Elementary Education 
Summa Cum Laude 

DARRAH KAYLA BLACKWELL  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

AVA D. BLACKWOOD  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

LONDON BLU BLENMAN  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

SERENITY JOLEINE BONAMI  |  Psychology 

SYDNEY KAYLA BRIDGEMAN  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

TAYLOR SIMONE BRIGMAN  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

CHRISTINA JOY BRITTEN  |  International Studies 

SKYLAR SUMMER BROOKS  |  International Studies 
Cum Laude 

ASHA WINTER BROWN  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Cum Laude 

AUTYMN MICHELLE BROWN  |  Theatre and Performance 
Cum Laude 

OLIVIA BRIONNA BROWN  |  Political Science 

CHLOE MICHELLE ALEXANDRA BRUCE  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

DEAIRA LASHAE BRYANT  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

XIAH MAE BRYANT  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

GABRIELLE E. BURNETT  |  Art 
Magna Cum Laude 

GIANNA NICCOLE BURNS-FERGUSON  |  Psychology 

NATALIE ROSE BURRELL  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

ELSHADYE FAVIN BUSSIE  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Cum Laude 

AVERY POWELL BUTLER  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

DESTANI MARIYAH BUTLER  |  Elementary Education 

GABRIELLE EMMA BUTLER  |  International Studies 
Cum Laude 

MAKIYA MARCIANA BUZZARD  |  International Studies 

DEMI MADISON CABNESS  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

NINA MARIE CAJUSTE  |  Theatre and Performance 
Cum Laude 

TAI JORDAN CAMPBELL  |  Photography 
Summa Cum Laude 

TAYSHANIQUE CHRISTINE CARTER  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

LAUREN ALYSE CHADWICK  |  Sociology 
Magna Cum Laude 

PARKER OLIVIA CHAMBERS  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

KE’ZHIAH KEMARI LEIGH CHAPMAN  |  Economics 

JANIYA BRENAE CHARITY  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

ASHLI CHRISTINA CLARK  |  Psychology 

AJZARI SOJOURNER CLEMMONS  |  Art 
Cum Laude 

ANSLEY TALIA CLEMMONS  |  Sociology & Anthropology 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE * 
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KEYMORA AUTUMN VIRGINIA COLE  |  Sociology & Anthropology 
Magna Cum Laude 

CAIRA ELLE COLEMAN  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

ONI SYMONE COLLIER  |  Documentary Filmmaking, English 
Cum Laude 

MYA CHANEL COLVIN  |  Sociology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAYLI -JOY COOPER  |  Documentary Filmmaking 
Cum Laude 

YARNISE ANIYA COX  |  Political Science 

YURI MICHAEL CRENSHAW  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

TIARA MINAE CRUTCHFIELD  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

SAMARAH AREYATNAE CHERRIE CURRIE  |  Psychology 

JAMIE LEE DAVIS  |  Sociology 
Magna Cum Laude 

OLIVIA LOUISE DAVIS  |  Political Science 

JASMINE MARIE DEBRUCE  |  Philosophy, Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

NYLAH TANIA DECOHEN  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

OLIVIA GEORGIANA GENEVA DEHAAN  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

LAUREN CHASE DENT  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

KADIATOU LAMARANA DIALLO  |  Political Science 

SHANLEE AMANDA DINWIDDIE  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

ELAYATH FAFALI ESI DOSOO  |  Theatre and Performance 
Summa Cum Laude 

NIA ROSEANGELA DUCKETT  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

MYA GABRIELLE DUKE  |  Photography 

AMARA MESKEREM MADEBO DYNES  |  Political Science 

AMIRAH LOVE EARTH-WILEY  |  Psychology 

ANIYAH SANAA SKYE EASTMOND  |  Political Science 

MARIAH HEIRESS ANNALISE ELLINGTON  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

MYAH IMAN ELLIS  |  Elementary Education 
Cum Laude 

LILLIAN NASHA ENGLISH  |  History 
Magna Cum Laude 

NICKAYA DONTAY EVANS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

SIDNEY NICOLE EVANS  |  Art 
Magna Cum Laude 

ALEAYA MARIEL EVERETT  |  Political Science 

WEEDNEY EXAVIER  |  Political Science 

DELEE LAUREN FAISON  |  Psychology 

LOGAN JILLIAN FARMER  |  Political Science 

KENDALL GRACE FELTON  |  Theatre and Performance 

LAILA A’TATIYANA FIELDS  |  English 

KASHA L. FINLAY  |  Education Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

KYRA ELISABETH FLOYD  |  Political Science 

LOREN ALAYNA FLOYD  |  International Studies  
Cum Laude 

MYRICAL ARION FORD  |  Political Science 

RILEIGH MARIE FOSTER  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

NAIMA NOELLE FOWLER  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Cum Laude 

RAHJA M. FRANCIS  |  Psychology 

AFIA POMAA FREDUA-AGYEMAN  |  Comparative Women’s 
Studies 

MAKHI KAI FREMPONG  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

DARRIELE YAUVAN FRENCH  |  Sociology 

AUKEMA KOFI FULLER  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

SAMANTHA ISELA FUNEZ  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

MADISYN ELICIA GAITHER  |  Environmental Studies 
Cum Laude 

AKILI J. GANTT  |  Art 

ELAN NOELLE GAYLES  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

NINA LAUREN GILBERT  |  Art History 

HAVEN GABRIELLE GILCHRIST  |  Sociology 
Cum Laude 

JAIMEE MARIE GIST  |  Political Science 

KAYLA SIMONE GOLDER  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

MAYA IMANI GOLDFIELD  |  Political Science 

DAPHNE MARKITTA GOODSBY  |  Political Science 

JAMAYA NICHOLE GRANT  |  Psychology 

AZAJAH ANYEA GREEN  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

JORDAN ASHLEY GREENE  |  Political Science 

GABRIELLE ALEXIS GREGORY  |  International Studies,  
Sociology & Anthropology 
Summa Cum Laude 

SIERRA MIRIAM GRIFFITH  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

HANNAH G. HAILEMICAEL  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 
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ARMANI JANAI HAMILTON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

AZIYAH VAYOUNCIA HARPS  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

BAYLOR AMARIS HARRIS  |  Documentary Filmmaking 
Cum Laude 

KAYLA LANAE HARRIS  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

CLARE TAYLOR HARVEY  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

NYA MARIE HAVENS  |  International Studies, Economics 

LAUREN ASHLEY HAYES  |  Psychology 

MYLAN NICHOLE HELTON  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

AMYA MICHELLE HENLEY  |  Mathematics 

CAMRYN ELISE HENRY  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

TAYLOR AYSIA RIYADH HILLIARD  |  English 

NIA MIKAYLA HIPPS  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

GENESISS ECCLESS HOLLINS  |  Education Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

JADA MARLEIGH HOLLOWAY  |  Education Studies 

LAURYN KENNEDY HOLMES  |  Mathematics 
Cum Laude 

KEYANA MARIE HOLTON  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

KIAH SAVOY HOPKINS  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

REAGAN SIMONE HORNE  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

KARMANN DAYZHANĒ HOUSTON  |  English 

ELIANA JANINE HOWELL  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

JORDYN ALEXIS HOYLE  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

HARMONY HOLLIS HUDSON  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

NATORI NYA HUDSON  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

A’YONNA DONAISHA HUGHES  |  Psychology 

TAYLOR MACKENZIE INNIS-THOMPSON  |  Economics 

KYLE ELIZABETH IRWIN  |  Environmental Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

SYDNI ANN JACKSON  |  Mathematics 

ALANA SIMONE JAMES  |  Economics 

MADISON COLE JAMES  |  Sociology 

NZINGA ISIS-MIRACLE JEAN  |  International Studies 

ANNALISE ROCHELLE JOHNSON  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

AVA NOELLE JOHNSON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

BRIELLE ELAINE JOHNSON  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

JAYLA SIMONE JOHNSON  |  Education Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

JHANIA SIMONE JOHNSON |  International Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAYLEE CELESTE JOHNSON  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

KENNEDY SIMONE JOHANNA JOHNSON  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

KHALICE AYANA JOHNSON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

LAILA MARIE JOHNSON  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

SAVONNA JO JOHNSON  |  Dance Performance & Choreography, 
Economics 
Cum Laude 

REECE M. JOHNSON-ROCK  |  International Studies 

ZAHARA MARLEY JOLIE-PITT  |  Psychology 

CHRISLYN NICOLE JONES  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

LATISHA MOSHA JONES  |  Sociology & Anthropology 

OLIVIA GRACE JONES  |  Art History 
Cum Laude 

TONI SAHAI JOOF  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

THARALY EMMANUELLE JOSEPH  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

SHENNEL CHRISTINA JOSEPHS  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

ADJI N’DIAR KEINDE  |  Psychology 

IYANNA BROOKLYN KENNEDY  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

RAYJ’NAI T. KING  |  Economics 

DY’NASHA DELORES OLIVIA KIRKLAND  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

KALILAH HAFSAH KMT  |  Psychology 

EMANI MONAE LABON  |  Political Science 

MAYA DELYLAH LAMPKIN  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

HANNAH GRACE LAWSON  |  History 
Magna Cum Laude 

BRIANA G. LEE  |  International Studies 
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BAHIYAH NYERI LEITO  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

MARIAH KAYLA LESLIE  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

ANGELICA NOELLE LEWIS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

LAURYN MCKENZIE LEWIS  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

RILEY AMINAH LONGINO  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

LORISSA ALEXANDRA LOUISON  |  Economics 

NYLA MADISON LOVELOCK  |  Political Science 

SHERIDAN RAMIYAH LYLES  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

ERIKA MAKAYLA MACK  |  Psychology 

AVA ROSE FERESIA MAKOMBE  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

NADIA RAE MARRIOTT  |  Philosophy 

PARIS-LEE VEARALANCE MARSH  |  Psychology 

KAELA ALYSSA MASON  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

MORGAN GRACE MASON  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Cum Laude 

TELLISA DIAMOND MASSEY  |  Documentary Filmmaking 

ALEXA-MARIE JOANNA MATTHEWS  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

SHAMIRA-MARE’ ARIANNA MAXWELL  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

GILAYAH ELYSE MCINTOSH  |  Sociology & Anthropology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAYLA ELIZABETH MCCLAIN  |  International Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

JANA ELIZABETH MCCLARY  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

TAYLOR ALEXANDRIA MCDOLE  |  Economics 
Summa Cum Laude 

TAYLOR-FAITH LOUISE MCKIE  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

STONEY AUGUSTINE MCKNIGHT  |  Comparative Women’s 
Studies 
Cum Laude 

DAESHA NAA MCKORLEY  |  Economics 

AMBER ELLANA MCNEIL  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

TIAHNA RENEE MICKLE  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

JASMINE DENISE MIKE-DANIEL  |  Dance Performance & 
Choreography 
Cum Laude 

MORGAN ALEXIS MILES  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

AVA BERNADETTE MILLER  |  Psychology 

OLIVIA MARGARET MILLER  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

TAYLOR NICOLE MILLS  |  Theatre and Performance 
Magna Cum Laude 

CAMRYN MADISON MITCHELL  |  Sociology 

DARIYANA LAUREN MITCHELL  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

JADE CARRINGTON MITCHELL  |  Psychology 

MADISON NICOLE MOBLEY  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

LEAH LAUREN MONROE  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

CAROLINE ANTOINETTE MONTIER  |  Music 

COURTNEY CIARA MOORING  |  Dance Performance & 
Choreography 

CAYLA JOLENE MORGAN  |  Sociology 
Cum Laude 

MORGAN NICOLE GRACE MOUZON  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

LAILAH GEDELL LAMILE MUHAMMAD-BERRY  |  Psychology 

SUMMER NICOLE MULLEN  |  Political Science 

MADISON CYMONE MURRAY  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

RACHEL NICOLE MYERS  |  Psychology 

KELBE C. NAILS  |  Philosophy 
Summa Cum Laude 

NALIA NASHA NASH  |  Education Studies 

ARIEL I. NEAL  |  Mathematics 

ASIA N. NELSON-WILLIAMS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

JAYLENE MARIAH OKUNOLA  |  English 

OLIVIA OLUWASOLAPE OLATUNJI  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

WESLIE NICHOLE OLIVER  |  Psychology 

MARIE ANDRE JOYCE ONANA MFEGE  |  Comparative Women’s 
Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

CIERRA DIANNE OWENS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

KAI AMURIA OWENS  |  Elementary Education 
Magna Cum Laude 

JADA ELIZABETH PATRICK  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

JASMINE MARICIA PATRICK  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

CHERISH SKY MAYA PATTON  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
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OLIVIA I. PAYTON  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

GABRIELLE CHRISTINA PETERS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Cum Laude 

ALIYA NASIAH PETERSON  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

RACHEL VIRGINIA WILLIMAN PETERSON  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

T’YARA INSHIRA M’RIE PETTY  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

ASHIRA RAMANI PHILLIPS  |  Dance Performance & Choreography 

ANGELICA EMILIA PIERCE  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

DEANNA JANAY POGUE  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

OLIVIA ANNE PORTER  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

ANIYAH GABRIELLE POUNCY  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

JOURNEY ALIAH POWELL  |  English 
Cum Laude 

PRIANNE ADOLEY QUAYE  |  International Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

ASHLEY NICOLE RAWLS  |  Music 
Magna Cum Laude 

MACKENZIE GABRIELLE RAY  |  Economics 

KESSLER MCLANE RHODAN  |  International Studies 

ANISA FELICIA RICHARDSON  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

SHA’MIAH GANEA RICHARDSON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAI ANISA RICKETTS  |  Elementary Education 
Summa Cum Laude 

OLIVIA ALEXANDRA RIVERA-SPANN  |  International Studies 
Cum Laude 

IRIS SIMONE ROBERTS  |  Music, Comparative Women’s Studies 

WILLOW MI’YANA BRIEL ROE  |  Elementary Education 
Summa Cum Laude 

LILY TAYLOR ISABEL ROMAN  |  Economics 

KENNEDY GRACE ROME  |  Documentary Filmmaking 
Magna Cum Laude 

MADISON CHRISTINE ROSARIO  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAFI KHIKHIUA MAATI ROSENBAUM  |  English 
Summa Cum Laude 

ISSYS CHRISTINA NICOLE RUSSELL  |  Political Science 

NAILAH SAFI SAINT-LOUIS  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

ELISE OLIVIA SAMPSON  |  Political Science 

SANIYA JANAE SAMPSON  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

DENNAISJAH JEANAE SANDERS  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

TRINITY ELIZABETH SANDERS  |  International Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

SKYLER JADYN SANFORD  |  Sociology 

NYANNA MCKENZIE SAUNDERS  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

HAYDEN ALEXA SAWH  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

CHYNA NEVAEH SCHUYLER  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

TAYLOR MORGAN SCOTT  |  Economics 

CAITLIN JOI SCOTT-REID  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

JANAE ERIANA SHAW  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

TANIYAH CHANTEL SHAW  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KENDALL ARIELLE SHELTON  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

ANNA-PRINCILLA ANOKU SIDO  |  International Studies 

AMIL IMAN-SHIRLEY SIMMONS  |  English 

SEQUOIA ASHANTI SIMMONS  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

HALEE NICOLE SIMONS  |  Photography 

BOBBI CANDACE SIMPSON  |  Psychology 

ROBYN ADELLE SIMPSON  |  Art History 
Cum Laude 

TAYLOR LYNN SIMS  |  Political Science 

BROOKLYNNE DIANE SMITH  |  Psychology 

JADEN AMANDA SMITH  |  International Studies 

KAYLA KNARVIE-MARIE SMITH  |  Environmental Studies 

KIARA MO’NIQUE SMITH  |  Dance Performance & Choreography, 
Psychology 
Cum Laude 

KYAH SYMONE SMITH  |  Psychology 

DELAIAH SNEED  |  International Studies 
Magna Cum Laude 

MYA CHRISTINE SPENCER  |  Economics 

TANIA SADE SPENCER  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

SAMANTHA DALE SPOONER  |  Political Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

AMAYA D. STARKS  |  Theatre and Performance 

ZOE GRACE STARKS  |  Theatre and Performance 
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RAYNE MONIQUE STEWART  |  Elementary Education 
Magna Cum Laude 

ARIANA NICOLE SWINDELL  |  Music 
Summa Cum Laude 

DAHLIA NADINE TARVER  |  History 
Summa Cum Laude 

AZJAH AMAYA TATE  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

BROOKE REGINA TAYLOR  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

ISOKE FOLOSADE TAYLOR  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

NAOMI R. TAYLOR  |  Education Studies 

ZARIAH ELLA TAYLOR  |  Documentary Filmmaking 
Summa Cum Laude 

A’NIYA N. THOMAS  |  Political Science 

JAYLYN GRACE THOMAS  |  Sociology 
Cum Laude 

LAUREN ALYSSA THOMAS  |  Elementary Education 
Summa Cum Laude 

OLIVIA RENEE THOMPSON  |  Literature, Media, & Writing 
Cum Laude 

ADDISON ALEXANDRIA THORNTON  |  Psychology 

CHEYANNE A. THORNTON  |  International Studies 
Cum Laude 

JANAY INGRID TRENCH-LESLEY  |  English 

TAYLOR NYKOL TROY  |  Psychology 

ADDIS A. TUPPER  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

KHALEAH JANELLE TYLER  |  Economics 
Cum Laude 

NAZARETA EDOSA UGIAGBE  |  Political Science 

DIAMOND IFUNANYACHUKWU UWAWUIKE  |  Sociology 
Summa Cum Laude 

NAOMI KIARA WAGNER  |  Political Science, Mathematics 

MYLA ANGEL WALKER  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

MCKENZIE RENEE WALKES  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

JUSTINE TAYLOR WALLACE  |  Political Science, English 
Summa Cum Laude 

MIKAYLA WALTERS  |  Theatre and Performance 
Magna Cum Laude 

CHRISTINE NICOLE WATERS  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KAILYN BENJAMIN WEAVER  |  English 
Magna Cum Laude 

INDIA MONAE WELLS  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

KEMORA MICHELLE WELLS  |  Sociology 

ALEXIS KATRINA WHITE  |  Economics 

ANIYAH DANIELLE WHITE  |  Theatre and Performance 

HOPE ELIZABETH WHITE  |  Psychology 

NAKAYLA IMANI WHITE  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

SYDNEY JAYLIN WHITE  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

KRYSTAL IMANI WHYMS  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

SIERRA ELIZABETH WILLIAMS  |  Economics 

ANYA N. WILLIAMS-PHELPS  |  International Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

JASHONTI BERNICIA WILSON  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 

NADIA SIMONE WILSON  |  Philosophy 
Magna Cum Laude 

TORI RAYMONI’ WILSON  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

BRIA ELYSE WITHERSPOON  |  Political Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

KYNDAL OLIVIA WITHERSPOON  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

EDEN GRACE WONG  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

ASIA NICOLE WOODARD  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 
Summa Cum Laude 

ALONNA AMOR WRIGHT  |  Comparative Women’s Studies 

CHELSEA ALEXANDRA WYNTER  |  History 

HADASSAH YISRAEL  |  Political Science 

ASATA IMANI YOUNG  |  Art History 

KENDELL ELISE YOUNG  |  Political Science 
Cum Laude 
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NIA LAURYN ALEXANDER  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

AMIRA JOY ALI  |  Health Science 

SHYLA SITARA ANDERSON  |  Health Science 

KAMSIRIOCHUKWU NATACHI ANUMIHE  |  Biology 

KENNEDY JAKIA ARCH  |  Psychology 

CASSIDI LAURIN AUSTIN  |  Health Science 

NIYARA INDIGO AUZENNE  |  Computer Science 

BRE’ANNA LEANN AYERS  |  Psychology 

CAMRYN GRACE BAILEY  |  Chemistry 
Magna Cum Laude 

JANINE LAYLA BALDWIN  |  Biology 

KECIA LAYLA BASS  |  Health Science 

RYAN ARIELLE BATES  |  Health Science 

ALEXANDRIA CLARKE BELCHER  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

FANTAYSIA ATALYA BENLOSS  |  Biochemistry 

CHELSEA TAMARA BENTON  |  Health Science 

NIYAH M. BORNES  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

RAEGAN SIMONE BOWEN  |  Biochemistry 
Magna Cum Laude 

SYDNI FAITH BOYD  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

PEYTON ALEXANDRIA BROKEMOND  |  Mathematics 
Summa Cum Laude 

DELANEY GWENDOLYN BROOKS  |  Chemistry 
Cum Laude 

C’ABEE MASHAON BROWN  |  Health Science 

KAYLA ELAINE BROWN  |  Health Science  
Cum Laude 

KENNEDY TAYLOR BROWN  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

OMANI LOZHAE’ BROWN  |  Biology 

KENDALL MARYCE BULLOCK  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

JALEASE MALAINA RAE BURKE  |  Health Science 

OLIVIA VIRGINIA BURNETT  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

AMANDA M. CAMPBELL  |  Chemistry 
Cum Laude 

IMANI NICCOLE CANDLER  |  Computer Science 

BROOKE BEATRICE CARTER  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

NEEMA ALIMA CEESAY  |  Health Science 

AVA GISELLE CHALLENGER  |  Mathematics 

OLIVIA GRACE CHECKLEY  |  Computer Science 

JOSEPHINE RURAMAI CHIVORE  |  Chemistry 
Magna Cum Laude 

JAEDYN EMANI CLARKE  |  Biology 

KAYLIN MONCHERI CLAY  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

CAMRYN REESE COCKERHAM  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

JA’BRIAYIA SHALONTAE MONAE COLEMAN  |  Health Science 

MADISON JAYLIN CONYERS  |  Health Science 

RAMYA VICTORIA COOK  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

KENNEDY SANAA COOPER  |  Biology 

VELYN CRISTIAN GLORICIA CRADDOCK  |  Health Science 

DAISHA LYNAE CROCKETT  |  Health Science 

MICAH MICHELLE CROSS  |  Biology 

COBE MARIE CROWDER  |  Health Science 

ALEXANDRIA GRACE DABNEY  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

THAILA ALEXIS DADE  |  Environmental Science 

ASHLEY NICOLE DARLING  |  Computer Science 

HAVEN GRACE DAVIS  |  Psychology 

JAKAYLA IMANI DAVIS  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

SYDNEY MAKYLA DINKINS  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

JESSICA NICOLE DIXON  |  Health Science, Spanish 

KARSEN NICOLE DOBBINS  |  Computer Science 

NATHALIA EDWARDS  |  Biology 

CAYLA MAE ELLERBE  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

NASHALI ESPINAL  |  Psychology 

JOURNEI SAVOI FERGUSON  |  Computer Science 

ANDREA RENEE FINNER  |  Psychology 

D’YASIA NAVAE FORD  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

TALIA NICOLE FORD  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

LAUREN ELIZABETH FORNEY  |  Health Science 

ARIANA MONE’T FOSTER  |  Biology 

MICHELLE CHERI FRANKS  |  Biochemistry 
Cum Laude 

ELLIS QUINCY FRAZIER  |  Environmental Studies 

MARLEY SYMONE FRAZIER  |  Biology 

NIA SIMONE GATISON  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 
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DALEENA FEASHA GEBREHIWET  |  Chemistry 

INDIA DENISE GOOCH  |  Health Science 

SAIGE GOODMAN  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

JA’NIYAH KAPRI GRIER  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

KYLA K GRIGGS  |  Chemistry 

LIYA FEKADU GURMU  |  Psychology 

KALI LASHAY HARRIS  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

MILANI KUTSUROGI HARRIS  |  Chemistry 
Summa Cum Laude 

TAYLOR COURTLYN-MARIE HARRIS  |  Biology 

AMINA RORY HART  |  Computer Science 

BRIZAYNA TAINA HARVEY  |  Environmental Science 

HUNTAR ALI HAYES  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

JAMYA MARIE HAYES  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

ELYSE ODELIA HEADLEY  |  Health Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

ANAYA SHARRISSE HENRY  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

DEVONA HAZELEECE HENRY  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

ADRIANNA LEIGH HIGHGATE  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

QAI AURA HINDS  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

CHELSEA ALEXANDRA HODGE  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

DE’NAI ASHIYAH HOLLOWAY  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

LAUREN TAYLOR HUQ  |  Health Science 

MORGAN ALEXANDRIA JACKSON  |  Computer Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

TALIYAH JERMIA JACKSON  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

ZARIAH JACKSON  |  Psychology 

ISIS HAYLEY JAMES  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

AANIYAH TAMEES JARRETTE  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

JAPERA MORRISSA JALAYLA JEFF  |  Environmental Science 

MADISON OLUSEYI JEMMOTT  |  Biology 

ANYA ELIZABETH JOHNSON  |  Physics 
Summa Cum Laude 

KARRINGTON RENEE JOHNSON  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

KRISTINA JAYLYN SHAILE JOHNSON  |  Psychology 

NEMIAH NICOLE JOHNSON  |  Health Science 

ZOEY JIANNA JOHNSON  |  Physics 
Cum Laude 

JADYN ELAINE SHARECE JONES  |  Health Science 

JAZLYN NICOLE JONES  |  Computer Science 
Cum Laude 

JOELINA DANIELLE JONES  |  Health Science 

SHANIYA ALANAH JONES  |  Health Science 

CYNIAH ANDREA JORDAN  |  Biology 

JADA MIRANDA JAHFIYA JOSHUA  |  Economics 
Magna Cum Laude 

FADIMA MARIE KEITA  |  Health Science 

PHOENIX DELANEY KING  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

ZOE VICTORIA LACEY  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

SKYE AMI’ LAFAYETTE  |  Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude 

GABRIELLE ANDREA LANGSTON  |  Health Science 

ASHLEIGH JADE LATTIMORE  |  Health Science 

JACCI NICHE LEE  |  Biology 

MAKAILA RENE LEE  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

NAIJA LANEASE LEE  |  Health Science 

LOGAN J. LEMOND  |  Mathematics 

LOREN LETONYA LEWIS  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

TAMAR ELLISE LUCAS  |  Biology 

EMILIA CRUZ MARSHALL  |  Chemistry 

KAMILA AKIBA IANNA MATHURIN  |  Health Science 

LAUREN NICOLE MCCLURE  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

JAEDA JORDON MCFARLANE  |  Computer Science 

NAKIYAH A’RIEAL MCGUIRE  |  Biology 

NIA DEVONNE MCKENZIE  |  Environmental Science 

NIYA ANTOINETTE MCWHIRTER-HALL  |  Physics 
Magna Cum Laude 

ANIYAH CHASE MEMMINGER  |  Psychology 

MILAN CHAMBRAY MOORE  |  Psychology 
Cum Laude 

MACKENZIE MALINE MORGAN  |  Chemistry 

BELLA BERASBEL MORRIS  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE * 
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SHELBY BLAKE MULLEN  |  Environmental Science 
Cum Laude 

ANIYA ANIQUE NEWSOME  |  Biology 

DANYA RAE NICHOLSON  |  Computer Science 

NGOZI CHANISE OBI  |  Health Science 

RA ‘LEEYA K. OWENS  |  Chemistry 

GABRIELLE PAISLEY  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

KAITLYN LASHAWNA  SHAYLA PARRISH  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

SUMAIYAH IMAN PHILLIPS  |  Biology 

LEILA NEVAEH PLUNKETT  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

ERIANNA AMYA THERESA PRATT  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

CAMERON KIDEN PRICE  |  Health Science 

VASHTI RENEE REESE  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

TALIYAH JALYNN RICE  |  Computer Science 

JANIYA SIMONE RICHARDSON  |  Computer Science 
Summa Cum Laude 

TAYLOR DENISE RICHARDSON  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

SYDNEY CHANEL ROUSE  |  Biology 
Summa Cum Laude 

LAUREN REBECCA ROUSHION  |  Psychology 

TRINITY ALLAYAH ROYAL  |  Computer Science 
Cum Laude 

DE’ARA LACOLE RUFF  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

SACHI ALANNA RUSSELL  |  Psychology 

JAIDYN ANAYA SAWYER  |  Chemistry 
Magna Cum Laude 

ANISSE MARIE SCOTT  |  Biology 
Magna Cum Laude 

DAYANNA MIQUAEL SHACKLEFORD  |  Biology 

JADYN SENAE SHEATS  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

NONIE DANIELLE SHUFORD  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

MIA VICTORIA SIMMS  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

TARYN VIKAI SLAYTON  |  Health Science 

DALLAS ARIANNA SMITH  |  Biology 

KIMYRA TYAN STAPLETON  |  Biology 

REAGAN IMANI-LOUISE STARR  |  Biology 

DAKOTA ZAHRA TEASDELL  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

TAI EMILY THOMAS  |  Mathematics 
Cum Laude 

SEMAJ VICTORIA TORAIN  |  Health Science 
Magna Cum Laude 

TRENNEDY SADIE WADE  |  Biology 

MALAIKAH KARYN WAKADILO  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

ZORA NEALE WALTON  |  Environmental Science 

DEVYN MICHELE WASHINGTON  |  Independent Major-BS 
Cum Laude 

KALI DORIAN G WATKINS  |  Health Science 
Cum Laude 

SHILAH N. WATSON  |  Computer Science 
Cum Laude 

JILLIAN GRACE WATTS  |  Health Science 

AMAREA EVVON WELLS  |  Biology 
Cum Laude 

TAYLOR ARMANI WHITE  |  Biology 

DEVIN MARIE WIGGINS  |  Physics 

MYLA ERNESSA WILLIAMS  |  Computer Science 

ASIAH JONEA WILSON  |  Health Science 

LAUREN ALEXANDRIA WILSON  |  Psychology 

REESE NINA WINSTON  |  Computer Science 
Cum Laude 

NYA NICOLE WISDOM  |  Biochemistry 
Magna Cum Laude 

AYISHAT ABIMBOLA YUSSUF  |  Psychology 
Summa Cum Laude 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE *
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Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 
(Superior Academic Achievement) 

Nicole Anyanwu 
Trinitee Armstrong 
Awah Asangwe 
Havelin Autry 
Hannah Baumgardner 
Brooke Blacknall 
London Blenman 
Niyah Bornes 
Peyton Brokemond 
Chloe Bruce 
Tai Campbell 
Mogan Chambers 
Parker Chambers 
Sophia Davis 
Jasmine DeBruce 
Mariama Diallo 

Elayath Fafali Dosoo 
Tyler Dorsey 
Sidney Evans 
Aukema Fuller 
Jayda Harris 
Gabrielle Harris 
Milani Harris 
Jayda Hendrickson 
Raven Herring 
Mackenzie Hickson 
Genesiss Hollins 
Keyana Holton 
Kiah Hopkins 
Kyle Irwin 
Anya Johnson 
Savonna Johnson 

Jada Joshua 
Iyanna Kennedy 
Sheridan Lyles 
Taylor McDole 
Taylor Mills 
Dariyana Mitchell 
Makayla Moore 
Shelby Mullen 
Marie Joyce Onana Mfege 
Nia-Sarai Perry 
Aniyah Pouncy 
Ashley Rawls 
Alyssa Richardson 
Aiyana Ringo 
Nila Roper 
Sydney Rouse 

Nailah Saint-Louis 
Jordyn Smalls 
Zoe Shepard 
Sydney Sherman 
Robyn Simpson 
Alexis Sims 
Kiara Smith 
Rayne Stewart 
Dahlia Tarver 
Addis Tupper 
Myla Walker 
Justine Wallace 
Cori Anna White 
Anya Williams-Phel

Cole-Slater Prize 

Latisha Jones 
Lily Roman 

Caitlin Scott-Reid 
Kendall Shelton 

Amil Simmons 
Zariah Taylor 

Anya Williams-Phelps 
Hadassah Yisreal 

Arthur Liman Undergraduate Fellowship (2025) 

Gabrielle Harris 

United States Fulbright Fellowship 

Alexis Jacobs, C’2023 

Rhodes Scholarship Finalist 

Mackenzie Hickson 

Schwarzman Prize 
Ava Johnson 

Presser Scholar Award 

Ariana Swindell 

DISTINGUISHED HONORS 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE *
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DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

Art and Visual Culture 

Art 
Anna Villavasso 
Sidney Evans 
Ajzari Clemmons 

Art History 
Savahnnah Woodson 
Amaya Loubeau 
Robyn Simpson 
Oliva Jones 

Documentary Filmmaking 
Mariama Diallo 
Zariah Taylor 
Kennedy Rome 
Kayli-Joy Cooper  

Photography 
Tai Campbell 

Biology 
Nicole Anyanwu 
Ramya Cook 
Shanelle Hall 
Chelsea Hodge 
Aaniyah Jarrette 
Phoenix King 
Vashti Reese 
Taylor Richardson 
Sydney Rouse 
Jordyn Smalls 

Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Amanda Campbell 
Makya A. Lucky 
Makayla O. Moore 
Alyssa C. Richardson 
Nya N. Wisdom 

Comparative Women’s Studies 
London Blenman 
Asha Winter Brown 
Nylah DeCohen 
Naima Fowler 
Afia Fredua-Agyeman 
Jayda Hendrickson 
MacKenzie Hickson 
Kaylee Celeste Johnson 
Angelica Lewis 
Marie Andre Joyce Onana Mfege 
Olivia Payton 
Gabrielle C. Peters 
Aiyana Ringo 
Tania Sade Spencer 
Brooke R. Taylor 
Myla Angel Walker 
Asia Woodard 
Alonna A. Wright 
Hadassah Yisrael 

Computer and Information 
Science 
Janiya Richardson 
Skylar Fletcher 

Dance Performance  
and Choreography 
Kiara Monique Smith 
Savonna Jo Johnson 

Economics 
Sydney Acie 
Awah Asangwe 
Havelin Autry 
Danielle Bagarli 
Jada Bullard 
Victoria Cain 
Parker Chambers 
Janiya Charity 
Yuri Crenshaw 
Mariah Ellington 
Kendall Flythe 
Makhi Frempong 
Jaliyah Goodlow 
Hannah Hailemicael 
Armani Hamilton 
Kai Hardimon 
Kayla Harris 
Alyssa Hassell 
Camryn Henry 
Nia Hipps 
Jordyn Hoyle 
Harmony Hudson 
Annalisa Johnson 
Kennedy Johnson 
Jada Joshua 
Bahiyah Leito 
Sarah Lokenauth 
Taylor McDole 
Tiahna Mickle 
Morgan Miles 
Sha'Miah Richardson 
Chyna Schuyler 
Caitlin Scott-Reid 
Janae Shaw 
McKenzie Walkes 
Kyndal Witherspoon 

Education 
Brooke Blacknall 
Myah Ellis 
Breana Fowler 
Kasha Finley 
Genesiss Hollins 
Jayla Johnson 
Nalia Nash 
Kai Owens 
Willow Roe 
Kai Ricketts 
Rayne Stewart 
Lauren Thomas 

English 
Zoee Andrews 
Tori Beverly 
Chloe Bruce 
Shanlee Dinwiddie 
Tyler Dorsey 
Kyla Emory 
Guinn Herron 
Sam Hines 
Keyana Holton 
Bailey Johnson 
Riley Longino 
Blair Martin 
Madison Mobley 
Jasmine Patrick 
Nila Roper 
Kafi Rosenbaum 
Justine Taylor-Wallace 

Environmental and  
Health Sciences 
Nia Alexander  
Alexandria Belcher 
Niyah Bornes 
Brooke Carter 
Camryn Cockerham 
Alexandria Dabney 
Morgan Fannin 
Talia Ford 
Jayda Harris 
Elyse Headley 
Devona Henry 
Raven Herring 
De'Nai Holloway 
Makaila Lee 
Taylor Leslie 
Hailey Mullins 
Zoe Shepard 
Mia Simms 
Semaj Torain 

History 
Lillian Nasha English  
Hannah Grace Lawson 
International Studies 
Lauren Chase Dent* 
Kaela Hawkins* 
Jayda Hendrickson* 
Gabrielle Greggory  
Rachel Peterson 
Prianne Quay* 
Trinity Sanders 
Hayden Shaw* 
Dalaiah Sneed 
Olivia Riviera Spann 
Chayenne Thornton 
Addis Tupper* 
Anya Williams- Philps* 

Music 
Ashley Rawls 
Ariana Swindell 

Philosophy 
Kelbe Nails 
Nia-Sarai Perry 
Alexis Sims 
Zariah Taylor 

Physics 
Anya E. Johnson 
Niya McWhirter-Hall 

Political Science 
Kayla Golder 
Azajah Green 
Aziyah Harps 
Gabrielle Harris 
Taylor-Faith Mckie 
Summer Mullen 
Jada Patrick 
Alexis Sims 
Jashonti Wilson 
Hadassah Yisrael 
Kendell Young 

Psychology 
Parker Hall 
Asheley Jones 
Iyanna Kennedy 
Skye Lafayette 
Jana McClary 
Aniyah Pouncy 
Anaya Stenson 

Sociology and Anthropology 
Hannah Denise Baumgardner 
Xiah Mae Bryant 
Lauren A. Chadwick 
Keymora A.V. Cole 
Mya Chanel Colvin 
Sophia Michelle T Davis 
Jamie Lee Davis 
Haven Gabrielle Gilchrist 
Clare Taylor Harvey 
Gilayah Elyse McIntosh 
Angelica Emelia Pierce 
Aiyana Elise Ringo 
Nailah Safi Saint-Louis 
Jaylyn Grace Thomas 
Diamond Ifunanyachukwu    
Uwawuike 

Theatre and Performance 
Trinitee Armstrong 
Autymn Brown 
Nina Cajuste 
Elayath Dosoo 
Nia Givan 
Taylor Mills

* Distinguished Departmental Honors
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SPELMAN COLLEGE HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS 

1977 Claire Collins Harvey, C’37  |  Patricia Roberts Harris 
1978 Toni Morrison 
1979 Marian Anderson  |  Mattiwilda Dobbs, C’46  |  Constance Baker Motley  
1980 Sarah Sage McAlpin  |  Mary French Rockefeller  |  Mabel Murphy Smythe  
1981 Cardiss Collins  |  Effie O’Neal Ellis, C’33  |  Dorothy I. Height  |  Albert E. Manley  |  Mary Brookins Ross, C’28 
1982 Shirley Chisholm  |  Eleanor Holmes Norton  |  James Robinson  
1983 Maya Angelou  |  Etta Moten Barnett  |  Anne Cox Chambers  |  Grace L. Hewell, C’40  |  Sam Nunn  
1984 Clara Stanton Jones, C’34  |  Coretta Scott King  |  Jeanne Spurlock   |  Cicely Tyson  
1985 Mary Hatwood Futrell  |  Charles Merrill  |  Romae Turner Powell, C’47  |  Maxine Waters  
1986 Gwendolyn Brooks  |  William H. Cosby  |  Faye Wattleton  
1987 Lena Horne  |  Jacob Lawrence  |  Leontyne Price  |  Donald M. Stewart  
1988 Selma Burke  |  Pearl Primus  
1989 Dame Ruth Nita Barrow  |  Camille Hanks Cosby  
1990 Harry Belafonte  |  Katherine Dunham  |  Nelson Mandela  
1991 Marguerite Ross Barnett  |  Ruby Dee  |  Miriam Makeba  |  Audrey Forbes Manley, C’55  
1992 Jessye Norman 
1993 Louis Rawls  |  Oprah Winfrey  
1994 Margaret Walker Alexander  |  Oran W. Eagleson  |  Carol Moseley Braun  |  Donna Shalala  |  Susan Taylor 
1995 Elizabeth Catlett  |  Alice Walker  |  Elie Wiesel  
1996 Rita Dove  |  Myrlie Evers-Williams  |  Damon Keith  |  Pinkie Gordon Lane, C’49  |  Levi Watkins, Jr.  
1997 Bernice Johnson Reagan, C’70  
1998 Margaret Taylor Burroughs  |  Jewel Plummer Cobb  |  Ruth Davis, C’66  |  Lani Guinier  

Alexine Clement Jackson, C’56  |  Jackie Joyner Kersee  |  Louis Stokes  
1999 Aurelia E. Brazeal, C’65  |  Johnnetta Betsch Cole  |  Dorothy Cotton  |  Earl Graves  

Marcelite Jordan Harris, C’64  |  Lee Lorch  |  Jewel Limar Prestage  | Deborah Prothrow-Stith, C’75  
2000 Max Cleland  |  Maxine D. Hayes, C’69  |  Shirley Ann Jackson  |  Shirley Malcolm  |  Lena Johnson McLin, C’51 
2001 Alexis Herman  |  Bernette Joshua Johnson, C’64  |  Ruth Kirschstein  |  Jane E. Smith, C’68  |  George Walker, Jr. 
2002 Danny Glover  |  Shirley Marks, C’69  |  Bismarck Myrick  |  John Ruffin  |  David Satcher 

Eleanor Traylor, C’55  
2003 Billye Aaron  |  Henry “Hank” Aaron  |  Sarah Nyendwoha Ntiro  |  Suzan Lori Parks  | 

Johnnie Hines Prothro, C’41  |  Andrew Young  
2004 Benjamin S. Carson, Sr.  |  Evelynn M. Hammonds, C’76  |  Maxine A. Smith, C’49  
2005 Kathleen McGhee Anderson, C’72  |  Diahann Carroll  |  Varnette Honeywood, C’72  |  Samella Lewis 

Howard Zinn  
2006 Shirley Clarke Franklin  |  Evelyn Boyd Granville  |  Haki R. Madhubuti  
2007 Veronica Biggins, C’68  |  Elaine R. Jones  |  Ruth Simmons  |  President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf  
2008 Herschelle Challenor, C’61  |  Ernest Green  |  Sheila C. Johnson  |  Ingrid Saunders Jones  
2009 Mary McKinney Edmonds, C’53  |  Cornel West  |  Leah Ward Sears  |  Judith Jamison 
2010 Pearl Cleage, C’71 | Ambassador Susan E. Rice | Marian Wright Edelman, C’60 
2011 Debbie Allen | Tina McElroy Ansa, C’71  |  First Lady Michelle Obama | Phylicia Rashad 
2012 LaTanya Richardson Jackson, C’71 | Anna Deavere Smith | Dazon Dixon Diallo, C’86 
2013 Rosalyn Pope, C’60  |  Regina M. Benjamin  |  Harriet M. Murphy, C’49  |  Freeman A. Hrabowski, III 
2014 Hazel D. Dean, C’83  |  Soledad O’Brien  |  Wanda Austin 
2015 Janice E. Hale, C’70  |  June Gary Hopps, C’60  |  Lisa Jackson  |  Yvonne Jackson, C’70 
2016 Wanda Smalls Lloyd, C’71  |  Stevland Morris AKA Stevie Wonder  |  Loretta E. Lynch 
2017 Stacey Y. Abrams, C’95  |  Katherine G. Johnson 
2018 Kathleen Jackson Bertrand, C’73  |  Bryan Stevenson 
2019 Virginia Davis Floyd, MD, C’73  |  Sonia Sanchez 
2021 Judge Brenda Hill Cole, C’63  |  Danai Gurira  |  Angela Y. Davis, PhD 
2022 Reverend Bernice A King, JD, C’85  |  Elizabeth Alexander, PhD 
2023 Tayari Jones, C’91  |  Tracee Ross Ellis  |  Nikole Hannah-Jones 
2024 Ruha Benjamin, PhD, C’2001  |  Angela Bassett  |  Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson 
2025 Commander La’Shanda Holmes Hawkins, C’2007  |  Taraji P. Henson 
2026 Shirley Barber James, C’68  |  Symone Sanders Townsend 
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SPELMAN COLLEGE FACULTY 

African Diaspora and  
the World 
Alix Pierre 

Art and Visual Culture 
Nydia Boyd 
Julie Dash 
Chad Dawkins 
Cheryl Finley 
Myra Greene 
Robert Hamilton 
Charnelle Holloway 
Jaycee Holmes 
Tracie Anjanette Levert 
Shola Lynch 
Kelly Taylor Mitchell 
Margaret Nagawa 
Abayomi Ola 
Jerry Volcy 
Bernida Webb-Binder 

Biology 
Mentewab Ayalew 
Zoe Diaz Martin 
Jada Hoyle-Gardner 
Nicole Johnston 
Mark Lee 
Michael McGinnis 
Nazia Mojib 
India Nichols-Obande 
Tiffany Oliver 
Ethan Rundell 
Anna Powolny Ventura 
Yonas Tekle 
Elethia Tillman 
Dongfang Wang 

Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Daniel Ashley 
Cachetne Barrett 
Davita Camp 
Peter Chen 
Matthew Culberson 
Michelle Gaines 
Kennedy Goldsborough 
Lisa Hibbard 
Kimberly Jackson 
Chelsey Lamar 
Marisela Mancia 
Dulma Nugawela 
Shanina Sanders Johnson 
Gagandeep Singh 
Mary Van Vleet 
Gladney Williams 
Leyte Winfield 

Comparative Women’s Studies 
Beverly Guy-Sheftall 
Shaconna Haley-Johnson 
Briona Jones 
M Bahati Kuumba 
Mahaliah Little 
Veronica Zebadua-Yanez 
 
 

Computer and  
Information Science 
Jamika Burge 
Raquel Hill 
Andrea E. Johnson 
Antonio Moretti 
Ebuka Oguchi 
Margie Ruffin 
Sandrilla Washington 
Brian Williamson 

Dance Performance  
and Choreography 
Rainy Demerson 
Julie Johnson 
Cicely Kelley 
Tracy Lang 
Kathleen Wessel 

Economics 
Marionette Holmes 
Suneye Holmes 
Anne Hornsby 
Rebecca Sen Choudhury 
Millicent Springs-Campbell 
Romie Tribble 
Angelino Viceisza 
Grant Warner 
Miesha Williams 
Juan Woods 

Education 
Khalilah Ali 
Fatima Brunson 
Andrea Lewis 
Chatee Richardson 
Nicole Taylor 
Natasha Thornton 

Media and Writing 
Robert Edwards 
Fernando Equivel Suarez 
Wandeka Gayle 
Jazmin George 
Michelle Hite 
Stephen Knadler 
Deanna Koretsky 
Rebecca Kumar 
Lana Lockhart 
Sequoia Maner 
Lynn Maxwell 
Melanie McKie 
Pushpa Parekh 
Michelle Robinson 
Sarah RudeWalker 
Mathew Rudewalker 
Toni Stevens 
Sharan Strange 
Patricia Ventura 
Cocoa Williams 

Environmental and  
Health Sciences 
Armita Davarpanah 
Nirajan Dhakal 
Shantesica Gilliam 

Rosalind Gregory-Bass 
NaTaki Osborne Jelks 
Frances Neal 
Jessica Terrien-Dunn 
Kimberly S. Williams 

History 
Luisa Fernanda Arrieta Fernandez 
Nafeesa Muhammad 
Catherine Odari 
Kathleen E. Phillips-Lewis 

International Studies 
Sara Busdiecker 
Munira Charania 
John Givens 
Malika Imhotep 
Amber Reed 

Mathematics 
Naiomi Cameron 
Jeffrey Ehme 
Victoria Frost 
Jeremy Harris 
Kiandra Johnson 
Erdi Kara 
Anisah Nu’Man 
Yewande Olubummo 
Vanessa Pham 
Brandi Smith 
Monica Stephens 
Mohammed Tesemma 
Bhikhari Tharu 
Shanna Young 

Music 
Christina Butera 
Hyunjung Chung 
Paula Grissom 
Joyce Johnson 
Kevin Johnson 
Goitsemang Lehobye 

Philosophy and Religious 
Studies 
Iman Abdoulkarim 
Lydia Bremer-McCollum 
Gertrude Gonzalez de Allen 
Nami Kim 
Shay Welch 
Al-Yasha Williams 

Physics 
Michael Burns-Kaurin 
Retina Burton 
Camille Coffie 
Derrick Hylton 
Marta McNeese 
Christopher Oakley 
Hope Pollonais 
Natarajan Ravi 
Yanhua Zhai 

Political Science 
Robert Brown 
Dorian Crosby 
Marilyn Davis 

John Liu 
Matthew McManus 
Tinaz Pavri 
Desiree Pedescleaux 
Fatemeh Shafiei 
Unislawa Williams 
Kasahun Woldemariam 

Psychology 
A. Nayena Blankson 
Dolores Bradley Brennan 
Narviar Browne 
Tracy Curry Owens 
Danielle Dickens 
Angela Farris Watkins 
Juanchella Grooms Francis 
Jimmeka Guillory Wright 
Shani Harris 
Kai McCormack 
Kelly Murphy 
Sandra Patterson 
Venecia Pearce-Dunbar 
Pamela Scott-Johnson 
Natalie Singleton-Watson 
Ahmad Sylvester 
Katherine Wiegand 

Sociology and Anthropology 
Bailey Brown 
Jessica Cuthbert 
James Daria 
Tiffany Jones 
Celeste Lee 
Mona Phillips 
Cynthia Spence 
Erica Williams 

Theatre and Performance 
Keith Bolden 
Eddie Bradley 
Aku Kadogo 
Joan McCarty 
Kathleen Schaag 
Natalie Sowell 
Todd Studebaker 

World Languages  
and Literature 
Jacqueline Alvarez Rosales 
Anne Carlson 
Gustavo Chavez Segura 
Francisco Chen-Lopez 
Roberto Gibraltarik 
Luis Gonzalez-Barrios 
Greity Gonzalez Rivera 
Xuexin Liu 
Zhengbin Lu 
Soraya Mekerta 
Felix Rosario Ortiz 
Fernanda Silva Guida 
Sophie Vainer 
Anastasia Valecce 
Pilar Valencia 
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SPELMAN COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Claire “Yum” Arnold 
Kamau Bobb 
Rosalind Brewer, C’84 
Janine Brown 
Bonnie Shelton Carter, C’89 
Susan Dunn 
Sherina Maye Edwards, C’2005 
Kaye Foster 
Carmen D. Harris, C’2002 

Keon T. Holmes 
Cara Johnson Hughes, C’2003 
Allegra Lawrence-Hardy, C’93 
Cheryl Mayberry McKissack 
Loren K. Robinson, C’2003 
Lovette T. Russell, C’83  
Lawrence M. Schall, EdD 
Suzanne F. Shank 
Zoe Sheperd, C’2026 

Jewel Burks Solomon 
Ronda E. Stryker 
Colleen J. Taylor, C’90 
Kathy N. Waller 
Pauletta Washington 
Renee Chube Washington, C’84 
Angela Farris Watkins, PhD, C’86

Representatives to the Board of Trustees 
Cori’Anna White, C’2026  |  Student Representative 
Daria Valentine, C’2000  |  NAASC Representative 

Danielle Dickens, PhD, C’2009  |  Faculty Representative 

Chair Emerita 

Rosalind G. Brewer, C’84 

Life Trustees
Rosalind G. Brewer, C' 84 
Peggy Dulany, EdD 
Marian Wright Edelman, Esq., C’60 

Russell Edgerton, PhD 
June Gary Hopps, PhD, C’60 
Yvonne R. Jackson, C’70 

Elizabeth McCormack, PhD 
G.G. Michelson 
Vicki R. Palmer 

Board of Trustees National Community Service Awards 
2001 Zora Kramer Brown | Breast Cancer Awareness Advocate | Washington, D.C. 
2002 Rose M. Sanders | Founder, Coalition of Alabamians Reforming Education | Selma, Alabama 
2004 Earle Lee | Founder, Boy’s Choir of Tallahassee | Tallahassee, Florida 
2005 Virginia Davis Floyd, C’73 | Executive Director, PROMETRA USA | Atlanta, Georgia  
2006 John Hope Bryant | Founder and President, Operation Hope | Los Angeles, California  
2007 Gary Orfield | Co-Founder and Director, The Civil Rights Project | Los Angeles, California  
2008 Erica Hunt | President, Twenty-First Century Foundation | New York, New York 
2009 Helene D. Gayle | President and CEO, CARE, USA | Atlanta, Georgia 
2011 Wendy Kopp | Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Teach for America | New York, New York 
2012 Oprah Winfrey | American Media Proprietor, Talk Show Host, Actress, Producer and Philanthropist | Chicago, Illinois 
2013 Reverend Joseph E. Lowery | Civil Rights Advocate | Atlanta, Georgia 
2014 Malika Saada Saar | Human Rights Activist and Director, Human Rights Project for Girls | Washington, D.C. 
2015 Dave Levin and Mike Feinberg | Co-Founders, KIPP Academy | South Bronx, New York 
2016 Precious Zywiciel Muhammad | Community Activist and Founder of HAGAR Civilization Training Missionary | 
 Atlanta, Georgia 
2017 Valerie Jarrett | Civic Leader | Chicago, Illinois 
2018 Lonnie G. Bunch, III | Founding Director, Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture |  

Washington, D.C. 
2019 The Honorable Keisha Lance Bottoms | Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia 
2020 Pearl Cleage, C’71 | Playwright, Novelist, Poet, Political Activist | Atlanta, Georgia 
2021 The Honorable Alma S. Adams, PhD | United States House of Representatives, Activist, and Educator |  

Charlotte, North Carolina 
2022 Stacey Yvonne Abrams, JD,C’95 | Lawyer, Voting Rights Activist, Author, Entrepreneur | Atlanta, Georgia 

Hana Sharif, C’2000  |  Artistic Leader, Playwright, Producer | St. Louis, Missouri 
2024 Rose Scott | Journalist and Producer | Atlanta, Georgia 
2026 Claire Babineaux-Fontenot | Former Chief Executive Officer, Feeding America | Chicago, Illinois 



May Seventeenth, Two Thousand Twenty-six
Two thirty in the Afternoon

Georgia International Convention Center
College Park, Georgia

139th Commencement

SPELMAN
COLLEGE
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