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Outlining Before You Write
Anaalineis a orgmizal list of topics, sometimes induding sublopics and k ey points, that provides the skeletan of a paper.
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ar gfter you write as a revision tedwique. Creating an autline before you begin writing a paper is ane way to mak e sure all
your thoughis and arguments get fram your brain to the final draft. These steps aan hélp you farmudate an cutline that
should lead to a strong essay.

Organize and prioritize.

Look at what you wrote down while brainstorming or developing your topic (see Handout No. 7, “Topic
Development: Writing the Trip of Your Dreams™), then organize each jtem based on its importance, its
relationship to other pieces of information, or its chronological time within a larger framework. After
completing this stage, you should have a good idea of exactly what you will discuss in your paper and
how you will prove your argument.

Write a working thesis statement.

Before you can outline your paper, you need to know what you are proving in the essay. Writing a thesis
statement, however preliminary or unpolished, will give your outline (and therefore your paper) direction
and focus.- Go back to your brainstorming notes, and think about what you want to discuss, what you've
learned from the research, and why your topic is important.

Order the main points.

With your thesis statement in mind, look at your organized notes and decide how to prioritize your
thoughts to prove your thesis most effectively. Your supporting evidence should flow logically and
smoothly from one point to the next (see Handout No. 11, “Organizing Your Paper: A Few Choice

Words™).

Organize the detailed argnments.
Now that you have the main points in order, go back to your brainstorming and research notes to decide

how to prove each point.

Outlining After You Write
Owtlining after you write an help you daemine whether ar nat yaur argimnent develops logiaally and efatively. Try this
strategy as a way o evaluating the arganization and artent of your paper. When outlining your paper, make sure you are
Irue to what yau wrete, nat towhat you intended to write.

* Convert paragraph topic sentences into the main points of your outline.

*  Transfer the supporting ideas from your paper to subpoints under your main topics.
* Evaluate the outline. Is it logical, effective, and complete?

¢ Rearrange paragraphs and ideas. Add or delete information.

*  Revise your paper based on your outline.
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