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Newsletter 

Welcome back to Spelman College! The Center for Leadership 

and Civic Engagement is excited to begin another fun and       

productive year, filled with enriching leadership service programs 

and events.  

 

In this issue you will gain insight on what students have been        

involved in during the summer and get more information on how 

to become involved in community service at Spelman.                 

We invite all members of the Spelman College community to join 

us as we strive to uphold our rich legacy of service on and off 

campus. 

  
As always, enjoy and have a great fall semester. 
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Upcoming 

Project Impact Dates  

September 14: Project Impact Commu-

nity Tour(s) (contact Elizabeth Rountree, 

erountree@spelman.edu) 

September 25: Recruitment Wednesday 

(contact Elizabeth Rountree, eroun-

tree@spelman.edu) 

September 28: Saturday Service Series: 

Green Apple Day of Service (contact 

Elizabeth Rountree, eroun-

tree@spelman.edu) 

October 19: Saturday Service Series: 

Hands on Atlanta (contact Elizabeth 

Rountree, erountree@spelman.edu) 

October 24: Local Community Service 

Award Convocation (contact Jilo     

Tisdale, jtisdale@spelman.edu) 

Jilo Tisdale joined the staff of Spelman College on August 15, 2013 as Director of the        

Bonner Office of Community Service and Student Development.  Ms. Tisdale moved to 

Atlanta in 2006 to join Enterprise Community Partners’ school-centered community         

redevelopment project, funded by the Annenberg Foundation and located in Atlanta’s 

Mechanicsville community. When the project concluded in 2009, she transitioned to       

United Way of Greater Atlanta where she worked for five years, most recently as Senior    

Director of Education. Active in both the local and national education community,          

Ms. Tisdale has served as a consultant for the Atlanta Education Fund, participated on 

grant review committees of the Corporation for National and Community Service and    

collaborated with the Forum for Youth Investment and America’s Promise to make          

national speakers and resources accessible to Atlanta educators.   

 

She holds a B.A. degree in Comparative Literature from Northwestern University and an M.A. in Education from           

University of Michigan.  Ms. Tisdale began her career in education as a Teach for America corps member in 1992 and 

served for two years at Judah P. Benjamin Elementary School in New Orleans,  Louisiana.  Prior to entering the non-profit 

world, she enjoyed a career in education which included classroom teaching in public and charter schools for grades 

pre-K through 8th, then serving as vice-principal for Baldwin Jr./Sr. High School in northern Michigan and adjunct          

professor at Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.   

 

Ms. Tisdale is the mother of three wonderful children who attend Atlanta Public Schools and fill her evenings with love, 

car pools and last minute school projects. When she has a moment to herself she enjoys reading, rodeo, neo-soul and 

comedy. On working at Spelman Ms. Tisdale said, “Everyone I meet here is notably pleasant and very helpful.  I am 
really enjoying my work and feel like I have found the place where I belong – like I’m finally home.” 

The Bonner Office of Community Service and Student 

Development Welcomes New Director 



+
The Bonner Office 
of Community 
Service & Student 
Development 
Presents... 

Servant 
Leadership 

Training 
Opportunities 

Fall 2013 
 
 
 

Sign up today via the link  
below* 

Space is limited! 
 

For more information, contact             
Sheryl Belizaire,  

Bonner Scholars Program 
Coordinator at 

sbelizai@spelman.edu 

 

*One (1) hour of service credit will be given for each 
workshop attended 

Lead 
Different:       
An Intro to 
Servant 
Leadership 
September 16 
 
 
 
 

Playing Nice 
in the 
Sandbox 
November 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Turning Your 
Passion Into 
Purpose 
September 30 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Project 
Coordination 
September 23 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On August 24, as a part of New Student Orientation, over 100 students, along 

with a number of faculty, staff, and community members got creative as they 

decorated canvas backpacks, filled them with school supplies and included    

a personal note of encouragement.  The finished backpacks will be delivered 

to students at St. Mary’s Primary School in Belize City, Belize.  Since the fall of 

2009, Project Pay It Forward has grown from a local project supporting          

students at M. Agnes Jones  Elementary School in Southwest Atlanta to an    

international project with St. Mary’s School serving as the service site for       

Spelman’s 2013 Alternative Spring Break Trip. 

Project Pay It Forward Engages First-Year Students 

Community Service Fair Brings Opportunities to Campus 

On September 11, more than 40 community partners participated 

in the 2013 Community Service Fair where each recruited several 

Spelman women for work with their agencies and were on hand 

to answer questions for the Spelman community. The annual fair 

provides a forum for students and partners, within the 1.7-mile 

campus area, to come together and discuss community needs 

and student service opportunities. Staff from LEADS and The        

Bonner Office of Community Service and Student Development 

were also available to answer program and service questions as 

well. For more information on connecting with a community      

partner or service project please contact Elizabeth Rountree at 

erountree@spelman.edu 

Project Impact Tour Coming September 14 

Join LEADS on Saturday, September 14 as we explore the Spelman College 1.7-mile service footprint.      

This narrated bus tour will provide faculty, staff, and students with an in-depth description of the many     

historical landmarks located in Atlanta's West End community.  The tour will also allow participants time to 

leave the bus and see selected service providers at work in their own facilities.  Partners from our Project 

Impact community service sites will be on hand to discuss the work carried out by their organizations and 

to answer questions about volunteer and service-learning opportunities.     

 

Come learn about the great work being done around us and take advantage of this chance to connect 

with the community.  For more information please contact Elizabeth Rountree at erountree@spelman.edu. 



Stories from the Field: Summer Service Spotlight 

Kiara Ortiz, C’2015, a psychology major from Seattle, Washington loves community 

service and often volunteers locally and globally.  This summer she had the           

opportunity to volunteer with Bread for the World (BFW), a non-profit organization 

in Washington, D.C. BFW is a Christian organization that urges our nation’s decision 

makers to end hunger at home and abroad. Kiara worked as a media relations 

intern. Her job duties included writing press releases and blogging, meeting with 

members of congress and attending the organization’s National Gathering.  

“Working at Bread for the World was such a life changing experience and has 

helped me become aware of the issues that are very much alive in the United 

States, but are easily covered up with similar stories from third world countries,”     

Kiara said.  She plans to volunteer in the Atlanta office of BFW so she can continue 

being a part of the movement to end hunger. 

Tayler Ulmer, Bonner Scholar, C’2014 spent her summer at Dorcas International School 

in Rhode Island as an assistant teacher of English as a Second Language (ESL).            

At Dorcas, Tayler helped immigrants and refugee adults learn basic English skills in     

order to function within American society. Her students ranging from 25-70 years old 

come from many different parts of the world.  Some of them had never seen a book 

before entering her class. “It was truly inspirational to see their diligence and              

persistence to make it in the land of milk and honey,” Tayler said. 

 

Sophomore Works With Organization Seeking to End World Hunger 

Bonner Scholar Spends Summer Volunteering in Rhode Island 

Sophomore Explores Passion for Service with Two Non-Profits 

Fueled by her desire to serve and ambition to become a dentist, Paige Webb, C’2016 

spent this summer volunteering in the dental department of Raphael Health Center,  

Paige spent a lot of time working with staff and learning about the dental professional.  

She also had the opportunity to assist dentists with patients and gain hands on         

dentistry experience. During the summer, Paige also worked at the Indiana Black      

Expo, Inc., a non-profit organization that hosts various events to provide an effective 

vehicle for the social and economic advancement of the African-American           

community.  Paige served as an intern in the finance department where she had the 

opportunity to gain knowledge about running a non-profit and event planning. 

Student Gives Back in Her Hometown 

LaDarrien Gillette C’2016 has come full circle. Watching her work with the        

children at Notre Dames’ Center for Homeless this summer, no one would         

suspect that she and her family once called this center home. “[Working at the 

center] is an experience that I never thought would give me so much happiness.”             

LaDarrien says, reflecting on her summer of service. “Not many people in my life 

even know that I once call the facility home.” LaDarrien is committed to living her 

life as an example that shows how you can start with nothing and still have         

everything you need to change the world. 



Biology Major Starts New Organization Pushing Science Education 

Breagan Ricks, a junior biology major believes in the power of science education.     

As the founder of FunLab, Breagan spent her summer developing her program to 

bring back to the West End community. FunLab offers students a strong foundation 

in hands on scientific experimentation as well as exposure to science-related         

careers.  Each FunLab module starts with a 15-minute lesson to give background 

about the science topics that will be explored through activities. After the           

background information is presented, students conduct a 30-minute experiment.  

 

As a Bonner Scholar, Breagan has volunteered at M. Agnes Jones Elementary 

School for three years, where she tutors and mentors students in grades 3-5.           

During her freshman year, she decided it was time to mesh her passions for           

community service and science into something that would transform young lives.  

Launched during the 2012-2013 school year, FunLab not only makes science fun, it gives every student an 

opportunity to increase their cognitive development, identify role models, and get involved with scientific 

processes.  2012-2013 pre-test and post-tests of students participating in FunLab show 80% mastery of the 

science concepts explored during FunLab.  For more information and to volunteer with FunLab, contact 

Breagan Ricks at bricks@scmail.spelman.edu 

Congratulations to the Following New Service Scholars 
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Bonner Service Scholars, C’2017 : Lamani Adkins, Aubree Bowen, Chelsea Bradshaw, Kierra 

Branch, Shakeyra Brooks, Jordan Camp, Lauren Fleming, Kennedy Garner, Sherley Guerrier, Jada 

Holmes, Sydney Hubbert, Brittany Jenkins, Kori Jernigan, Tytiana Johnson, Kaylin Lattimore,           

Mahogany Phillips, Keyona Pointer, Shakevia Robinson, Shayla Stephens, Adele Taylor 

 

UPS Service Scholars: Jessica Davis, C’2014, Kyla Davion, C’2014, Monae Fennell, C’2015, Kristen 

Ezeude, C’2015, Carlisa Simon, C’2016, Ebonee Trice, C’2016 

 
 

President Beverly Daniel Tatum and the Bonner Office of Community Service and Student             

Development (BOCSSD) invite the Spelman community to submit a nomination for the 2013 Local 

Community Service Award. The award was created to annually recognize an individual who excels 

in ethical and servant leadership. The awardee should demonstrate excellence in her or his          

engagement in community service initiatives. The awardee will be recognized in Sisters Chapel at 

11:00am Tuesday, October 24, 2013 during the Spelman College Local Community Service Award 

Convocation.  

 

To nominate a candidate for the Local Community Service Award, download a nomination form at 

www.spelman.edu/service and email to Ms. Jilo Tisdale at  jtisdale@spelman.edu. The deadline for 

receipt of the nomination form is Monday, September 30, 2013. Hardcopies of the nomination form 

may be delivered to the BOCSSD, located in the Manley Building, Second Floor, Room 202. Support 

documents are welcome. Nominations will be reviewed by a selection committee made up of 

members of the Bonner Advisory Committee and Bonner staff for final recommendation to         

President Tatum. Please direct questions to Ms. Jilo Tisdale, Director of the BOCSSD at                      

jtisdale@spelman.edu or 404.270.5305. 

Local Community Service Award Nomination Form Now Available 



 

  

The Center for Leadership and Civic Engagement (LEADS) 

The Bonner Office of Community Service and Student Development (BOCSSD) 

Spelman College 

 

Jane E. Smith Ed.D, Executive Director, LEADS 

Jilo M. Tisdale, Director, BOCSSD 

Sheryl Belizaire, Bonner Scholars Coordinator 

Kiesha Cooper, Bonner Program Assistant 

Britney Peyton, Community Service & Bonner Fellow 

Elizabeth Rountree, Community Service Coordinator  

 

Britney Peyton, Newsletter Editor 

Phone: 404.270.5309 Fax: 404.270.5308 

E-Mail: communityservice@spelman.edu 

Web Site: www.spelman.edu/service 

 

 
Spelman Bonner Program and Community Service 

 

@SpelmanServes 

Community Partner Spotlight: Friendship Baptist Church 

No matter what changes at Spelman College, one fact that     

remains is the College’s strong relationship with Friendship       

Baptist Church since its founding in 1881. Friendship Baptist 

Church often serves as a home away from home for Spelman 

students. Students are connected to the church through         

Spelman history and tradition, but it is Friendship’s connection to 

the community that keeps the young women there.  As Spelman 

students are thinking about serving their community, many find 

that there’s no better place to serve than the church that has 

given so much to  Spelman. 

 

Rosebud Dixon, a Spelman alumna, created Friendship’s signature tutorial program 25 years ago.           

The Tutorial Ministry provides math and reading tutors to students from M. Agnes Jones Elementary School.  

The education staff is assisted by students from Spelman and Morehouse Colleges, who give one-to-one 

help to the children attending. Over the years, Spelman students have been involved with the program 

and there continues to be a need for dedicated volunteers who can assist elementary aged children with 

strengthening their reading and math skills.  “When students lack good reading skills, this carries over into 

science and social studies,” said Eleanor Dixon, a Friendship Baptist church member.  “Spelman students 

provide the encouragement and support for our students in these subjects and ultimately serve as role 

models.” Students interested in working with the tutorial program can sign up at by contacting the church 

office at 404.688.0206.   

 



 

Calling All Active Community 

Volunteers!!! 

 

The Spelman  Serves Newsletter 

would like to hear from you! 

If you would like to be featured in an 

upcoming newsletter, in 1-page or less 

submit a description of your service to 

communityservice@spelman.edu 






