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Art and Art History*

Department Location
Giles Hall, 1st Floor
Giles Hall, 4th Floor
Fine Arts Building 142, 207, 208
Science Center Lower Level

Mission Statement
The mission of the Department is to serve Spelman stu-
dents by providing technical, historical and philosophical 
instruction in the visual arts. Our program supports the 
liberal arts tradition of the College and promotes excel-
lence in the arts through a broad-based curricular frame-
work rooted in the theory and practice of art as it relates 
to visual language systems and the principles of design.*

Objectives
Through the curriculum in studio art and art history, stu-
dents will be able to

1. Understand the role of the artist in historical and con-
temporary societies.

2. Use creative and research skills as well as museum 
experiences as a means of exploring interdisciplinary 
methods of inquiry that will promote excellence in the 
arts.

3. Demonstrate proficiency in the skills necessary for 
success in graduate school and/or the professional 
workplace.

4. Demonstrate the potential for a lifelong appreciation 
and understanding of the visual arts through class-
room as well as co-curricular experiences.

5. Apply educational and experimental knowledge to 
further an appreciation of the arts of diverse cultures. 

Special Entry Requirements

First-year Students
Studio: Students interested in Studio must submit

1. a one-two page, typewritten narrative describing pres-
ent and past involvements in the arts, purpose and 
goals for pursuing art as a career.

2. at least five to ten digital images, a DVD or CD-ROM, 
or photographs of recent works.

All Studio/Art majors (minors optional) must register for 
Studio Review during the sophomore and junior years, 
and Portfolio Criticism I and II in the senior year.

Art History: Students interested in Art History must sub-
mit a one- to two-page typewritten narrative describing

1. past and present involvement in the arts.
2. current area of interest/research.
3. goals and objectives for pursuing a career in the arts.

* Major requirements under review. See Department or Spelman College 
webpage for the current requirements.

All Art History majors (minors optional) must register 
for Art History Review during the sophomore and junior 
years and Art History Seminar in the senior year.

Transfer or Change of Major Students

Studio: A transfer student or student changing her con-
centration to Studio must

1. interview with the Department Chair.
2. complete the special entry requirements for Studio 

Art majors (minors optional).
3. submit at least five to ten digital images, a DVD or 

CDROM, or photographs of recent works.
4. in lieu of digital images, students may take one of the 

foundation courses (Drawing or Basic Design) and 
must receive a grade of “B” or higher.

Art History: A transfer student or student changing her 
major to Art History must

1. interview with the Department Chair.
2. complete the special entry requirements for Art Histo-

ry majors (minors optional).
3. complete an art history course at Spelman College 

earning a grade of “B” or higher.

Placement Examinations
None

Teacher Certification
See Education Studies Program

Major Requirements
The Department of Art functions as an integral unit of the 
coordinated programs of the Atlanta University Center, 
which includes Spelman, Morehouse, and Clark Atlanta 
University. 

Spelman offers a majority of the required core courses for 
concentrations in Studio Art and Art History. Spelman’s 
faculty specializes in painting, drawing, sculpture, design, 
computer graphics, and art history.

Through the ARCHE Program, the Department also of-
fers opportunities for study at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design (SCAD), Georgia State University, Agnes Scott 
College, Emory University, University of Georgia, and sev-
eral other visual arts programs throughout the state uni-
versity system.

B.A. Degree with a Concentration in Studio Art: The 
concentration in Studio Art is designed to prepare students 
for professional career opportunities in the visual arts. The 
degree requires a total of 47–48 credits (14 core and one 
art elective) to be selected from the list of art courses of-
fered at Spelman or Clark Atlanta University.
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Fourteen Core Courses
• ART 111 Basic Drawing
• ART 113 Basic Design
• ART 121 Painting I
• ART 131 Sculpture I
• ART 141 History of Art I
• ART 142 History of Art II
• ART 211 Life Drawing I
• ART 212 Life Drawing II
• ART 213 History of Modern Art or ART 143A/B African Amer-

ican Art
• ART 216 Intermediate Drawing
• ART 217 Printmaking I (Clark Atlanta University)
• ART 250 Studio Review I
• ART 312 African Art I
• ART 350 Studio Review II
• ART 492 Portfolio Criticism – Part I
• ART 492A Portfolio Criticism – Part II

 PLUS 
• One Art History or Studio Elective Course 

B.A. Degree with a Concentration in Art History: The 
Art History concentration leading to advanced study in 
Art History requires a total of 41-43 credits (12 core cours-
es and one art elective) to be selected from the list of cours-
es offered at Spelman or Clark Atlanta University.

Twelve Core Courses
• ART 110 Understanding the Visual Arts
• ART 143A/B African American Art
• ART 141 History of Art I
• ART 142 History of Art II
• ART 213 History of Modern Art
• ART 251 Art History Review I
• ART 312 African Art
• ART 315 Contemporary Art
• ART 351 ART History Review II
• ART 492 B/C Portfolio Criticism (Art History)/ Honors Thesis

One two-dimensional course:
• ART 111 Basic Drawing, or
• ART 113 Basic Design, or
• ART 121 Painting I, or
• ART 217 Printmaking I (Clark Atlanta University), or
• ART 257 Photography (Clark Atlanta University)

One three-dimensional core course:
• ART 131 Sculpture I, or
• ART 300 Three-Dimensional Methods and Materials
• ART 301 Jewelry Design 1/Small Metals

 PLUS
• One Art History or Studio Elective Course 

Focus in Comparative Women’s Studies: Any of the 
above described minor and major programs can be en-
hanced with an area disciplinary or a thematic focus or 
self-designed program in Comparative Women’s Studies.

Art Minor (Studio)
The Studio Minor is designed to provide non-art majors 
the opportunity to pursue their personal interest in art 
courses. This option would give students limited practi-

cal experiences and, at the same time reinforce a possible 
continuing involvement in the visual arts. The Studio Mi-
nor requires 26-28 credits (five required courses, plus two 
elective courses) to be selected from the list of art courses 
offered at Spelman and Clark Atlanta University.

Five required courses
• ART 110 Understanding the Visual Arts
• ART 111 Basic Drawing
• ART 113 Basic Design
• ART 121 Painting I
• ART 131 Sculpture I

 PLUS
• Two elective art courses

Art Minor (Art History)
The Art History Minor is designed for students seeking to 
expand their knowledge of art history to complement their 
major interests in other disciplines. This minor will also 
provide students with options to continue their education 
in a variety of graduate art programs. The Art History mi-
nor requires 19-23 credits (three required courses, 2 art 
electives and one cognate course).

Three required courses (choose one from each option)

Option I
• ART 143A/B African American Art I or II, or
• ART 312 African Art

Option II
• ART 141 History of Art I, or
• ART 142 History of Art II

Option III
• ART 213 History of Modern Art, or
• ART 315 Contemporary Art

 PLUS
• Two elective courses in Art History and/or studio courses and 

one cognate course with the approval of the student’s advisor

Optional Experiences
Students interested in hands-on experiences with a muse-
um, gallery, design firm, or arts council will be encouraged 
to complete an internship at an approved site. This intern-
ship may be substituted for one of the designated elective 
courses, if approved by the student’s advisor and the chair 
of the Department of Art. Students will also be encouraged 
to take more courses in art history, aesthetics and/or pur-
sue study abroad opportunities in art.

Orientation and Sophomore/Junior Evaluation
All Spelman and Morehouse first-year students majoring 
or minoring in Art are required to participate in a sched-
uled group orientation session, which outlines the annual 
evaluations. Art majors are required to enroll in the an-
nual spring semester evaluation courses, Studio Review I 
and II or Art History Review I and II, during their sopho-
more and junior years, respectively. Studio concentration 
requires portfolio reviews from selected works produced. 
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The evaluations are a prerequisite for ART 492 Part 1-Port-
folio Criticism. (The review courses are optional for other 
AUC art majors.) Students who declare an art major or mi-
nor after their first year will be required to participate in an 
orientation and the appropriate annual review.

Art History concentration requires a oral demonstration 
of formal analysis characteristics (Art History Review 251) 
and a formal presentation of the thesis proposal in Art 
History Review ll (351).

Studio and Art History Review make-ups will be scheduled 
for the last week in August, or at a time deemed appropri-
ate by the faculty for students who were studying abroad or 
participating in the Domestic Exchange Program (special 
permission). Students not officially enrolled in Studio or 
Art History Review I and II will not receive credit. Class 
attendance and the final review are required in order to 
pass the course.

Department Graduation Requirement
Successful completion of all art courses with no grade less 
than “C” is required for graduation. The studio concentra-
tion requires a comprehensive senior exhibition. The Art 
History concentration requires a senior thesis/research 
paper or project.

Additionally, students must successfully complete Studio 
or Art History Review I and II; however, students who are 
accepted into the Art program in their junior years are 
only required to complete Studio or Art History II.

Art majors and minors are required to attend all depart-
mental events and activities. A valid written excuse must 
be presented to the advisor prior to the events or activities 
if an absence is unavoidable.

Core Curriculum Requirement
The Core Curriculum Requirement may be satisfied with 
any one of the following Spelman College courses: Under-
standing the Visual Arts, Basic Drawing, Basic Design, 
Painting I, Sculpture I, African American Art, History of 
Art I or II, History of Modern Art, African Art, or Con-
temporary Art.

Advisors
All Studio and Art History majors are required to meet 
with an assigned faculty advisor each semester and for 
approval of course changes. Please see the Department’s 
chairperson for a current list of advisors.

International/Women’s Studies Requirement
Courses that satisfy the International/Women’s Studies re-
quirement are listed in the Course Sequence Booklet on 
the Spelman Web page.

Honors
The following courses will satisfy Honors requirements:
• ART 214 Issues in Latin-American Art
• ART 315 Contemporary Art
• ART 322 Issues in Women’s Art

Center-Wide Art Electives
Each student will be advised properly on her area of con-
centration and course selections. Some of the following 
courses may be used as electives, depending on the stu-
dent’s area of concentration.

Elective Courses

Spelman College
• ART 143A/B African American Art I / II
• ART 160 Special Problems—Art Colony
• ART 161 The Art and Culture of the African Diaspora
• ART 212 Life Drawing II
• ART 221 Painting II
• ART 231 Sculpture II
• ART 232 Sculpture III
• ART 240 The Computer as a Creative Tool
• ART 260 Special Problems—Art Colony
• ART 270 Intro to New Genre Art Forms
• ART 300 Three-Dimensional Methods and Materials
• ART 301 Jewelry Design 1/ Small Metals
• ART 312 African Art
• ART 315 Contemporary Art
• ART 321 Painting III
• ART 322 Issues in Women’s Art
• ART 360 Special Problems – Art Colony
• ART 381 Aesthetics
• ART 392 Origins of Postmodernism
• ART 442 Internship
• ART 460 Special Problems – Art Colony
• ART 493 Directed Studies (Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, De-

sign, Art History

Clark Atlanta University
• ART 257 Photography
• ART 315 Illustration I
• ART 320 Typography and Layout II
• ART 321 Graphic Design I

University Center of Georgia Schools
Students are permitted to take art courses approved by 
their advisors, if space is available.

Special Summer Program
Spelman College Summer Art Colony is a three-week in-
tensive painting course at Taller Portobello located in a 
17th century Spanish colonial village on the Caribbean 
coast of the Republic of Panama. Students should consult 
with the director for registration information and details 
of the course. There are no language requirements; all 
classes are taught in English by a Spelman art professor.
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Course Descriptions
ART	110	–	UNDERSTANDING	THE	VISUAL	ARTS	(4)
This introductory art appreciation course will emphasize visual and ma-
terial elements of art, principles of design as well as the materials and 
techniques used in creating art. It also will present students with a brief 
chronological history of art and provide discussions on contemporary 
issues in art. Open to non-art majors as an elective or fine arts credit. 
Offered each semester.

ART	111	–	BASIC	DRAWING	(4)
This course will introduce students to the fundamental techniques of 
drawing through the utilization of black-and-white media, the explora-
tion of a variety of subject matter and stylistic approaches, including rep-
resentational, abstract, and non-objective drawing. Exercises involving 
the visual elements and elementary perspective will also be introduced. 
Six studio hours per week. Open to non-art majors as an elective or fine 
arts credit. Offered each semester.

ART	113	–	BASIC	DESIGN	(4)
This introductory course will develop design skills which employ the 
elements and principles of design in creating cohesive and/or function-
al visual expressions. The course also covers major aspects of two and 
three-dimensional design as well as an integrated computer graphic ex-
perience with introduction to Photoshop software. Six studio hours per 
week. Open to non-art majors as an elective or fine arts credit. Offered 
each semester.

ART	121	–	PAINTING	I	(4)
This course will introduce the basic principles and techniques of painting 
through the exploration of painting techniques, color theory, pictorial 
design, line, shape, and form. The emphasis in this class will be on de-
veloping painting skills. Required: Visits to museums and galleries as well 
as attendance at exhibition openings and art lectures. Open to non-art 
majors as an elective or fine arts credit.

ART	131	–	SCULPTURE	I	(4)
This course will introduce the elements and principles of design in 
three-dimensional form. A variety of additive, subtractive, and assem-
bling techniques will be used to explore the sculptural form. The exam-
ination and analysis of traditional and contemporary sculpture will also 
be investigated. Prerequisite: ART 111. Six studio hours per week. Open 
to non-art majors as an elective or fine arts credit. Offered each semes-
ter.

ART	141	–	HISTORY	OF	ART	I	(3)
This course will explore the art and architecture of Egypt, the Near East, 
the classical Greek and Roman world and Medieval Europe from about 
2000BC to 1400AD. It will examine a wide range of art, architecture and 
objects, designed for various functions, from the standpoints of style, 
content and how they express political and religious ideas of the soci-
eties that created them. Open to non-art majors as an elective or fine 
arts credit.

ART	142	–	HISTORY	OF	ART	II	(3)
This course will explore major artistic traditions from the Renaissance to 
the Modern era in Western Europe and America. Focusing primarily on 
painting, sculpture and selected examples of architecture, it will examine 
art style and content with reference to historical background, patronage, 
nationality, personality, gender influence and artistic production. Open 
to non-art majors as an elective or fine arts credit. 

ART	143A/B	–	AFRICAN	AMERICAN	ART	(4)
This course will explore the aesthetic expressions of African American 
artists from the colonial period to the present. By examining the polit-
ical, social, cultural, and creative history of Blacks in the United States, 
students will come to know the rich and diverse contributions made by 
artists of African descent to the development of American art and cul-
ture. This learning experience will also expand students’ general under-
standing of the visual arts as a major factor in communicating unique as 
well as universal concepts and values. Open to non-art majors as a fine 
art elective.

ART	160	–	SPECIAL	PROBLEMS–ART	COLONY	(4)
The Spelman College Summer Art Colony will provide students with a 
unique art experience in a tropical rainforest located in Portobello, Pana-
ma – a village that is seminal to history and culture of the African Diaspo-

ra. The course will begin with a communal environmental art project and 
will be followed by individual art projects. Students wishing to work on 
independent projects must provide a proposal to be approved by the in-
structor. Please visit www.spelman.edu/artcolony for more information. 
Open to non-art majors.

ART	161	–	THE	ART	AND	CULTURE	OF	THE	AFRICAN	DIASPORA	(4)
This course will examine traditional African aesthetic retentions in Afri-
ca, the Caribbean, Latin America and the United States. Each semester 
we will begin by studying the art of an ethnic group in West Africa with 
emphasis on its cultural context. The units that follow will investigate 
the continuity and change of that tradition in the work of contemporary 
artists of the African Diaspora. Open to non-art majors as an elective or 
fine arts credit. Honors elective.

ART	213	–	HISTORY	OF	MODERN	ART	(3)
This course will examine the major art movements, styles, and artists of 
modernism from its beginnings in the mid-19th century to its present day 
impact on postmodernism. The emphasis of the course will be placed on 
understanding Modern art and aesthetics from historical and sociopoliti-
cal contexts. Open to non-art majors as an elective.

ART	214	–	ISSUES	IN	LATIN-AMERICAN	ART	(4)
This course will explore important issues, dominant styles, and major 
Latin-American artists of the 20th and 21st centuries with an emphasis 
on understanding Latin-American art in its cultural, historical, and socio-
political contexts. Open to non-art majors as an elective. Honors elective.

ART	216	–	INTERMEDIATE	DRAWING	(4)
This course will provide an advanced concentration in drawing utilizing 
the experiences developed in Basic Drawing. Exploration and experimen-
tation are encouraged with emphasis on composition development in 
various media. Prerequisite: ART 111.

ART	221	–	PAINTING	II	(4)
This course will focus on building painting skills through assignments that 
explore surface texture, reflections, tonality, and the figure. Required: 
Visits to museums and galleries as well as attendance at exhibition open-
ings and art lectures. Open to non-art majors as an elective. Prerequisite: 
ART 121. Six studio hours per week.

ART	231	–	SCULPTURE	II	(4)
This course will explore the problems of form and space with emphasis 
on the progression from mass to linear form. Sculpture, in relation to 
its environment and an investigation of new materials will also be ex-
amined. Prerequisite: ART 131. Six studio hours per week. Offered each 
semester.

ART	240	–	THE	COMPUTER	AS	A	CREATIVE	TOOL	(4)
The course will focus on the visualization of ideas and the exploration 
of new possibilities in the creation of fine art, using digital tools as an 
alternative medium of artistic expression. Students will learn to use spe-
cialized graphic software in the creation of virtual, as well as mixed me-
dia works of art. Independent research and experimentation for student 
projects will be mandatory. Six studio hours per week.

ART	250	–	STUDIO	REVIEW	I	(1)
This course is a required review that will evaluate all sophomore students 
who are concentrating in Studio Art. The review is a one-semester course 
structured to assess, measure, observe, critique, and provide students 
with collective feedback on their progression at this level. This review is a 
one-credit course, offered during the spring semester.

ART	251	–	ART	HISTORY	REVIEW	I	(1)
This course is a required review that will evaluate all sophomore stu-
dents who are concentrating in art history. This one-semester, one-credit 
course is structured to observe, critique, assess, measure and provide 
students with collective feedback from the faculty as to their progress at 
this phase in their scholarly development. This course is offered during 
the spring semester.

ART	260	–	SPECIAL	PROBLEMS	–	ART	COLONY	(4)
The Spelman College Summer Art Colony will provide students with a 
unique art experience in a tropical rainforest located in Portobelo, Pana-
ma – a village that is seminal to history and culture of the African Diaspo-
ra. The goal of this course will be to develop the student’s voice as artist 
thorough independent projects. Please visit www.spelman.edu/artcolo-
ny for more information. Open to non-art majors. Prerequisite: ART 160.
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ART	270	–	INTRODUCTION	TO	NEW	GENRE	ART	FORMS*	(4)
This course will introduce students to environmentally friendly, new 
genre art forms such as installations, performance and multi-media art, 
through theory and practice. Class time will be used to discuss theory 
and critique works of art. However, the student will be required to spend 
at least twice as much time creating her work. The primary goal of this 
course is to assist students in discovering new ways of making art using 
materials that are environmentally friendly. Open to non-art majors as an 
elective or fine arts credit. Six studio hours per week.

ART	300	–	THREE-DIMENSIONAL	METHODS	AND	MATERIALS	(4)
This course will introduce and expose art students to various concepts 
and experiments dealing with height, width, and depth interactions 
within different forms. It is an intensive course that involves the use of 
different materials, techniques and problem-solving methods to produce 
small functional and non-functional works that merge fine art and craft 
disciplines. Prerequisite: ART 113, Basic Design 1.

ART	301	–	JEWELRY	DESIGN	1/	SMALL	METALS	(4)
This course will introduce students to basic techniques and methods of 
the traditional jewelry field. Intensive, manual work will be employed in 
the use of hand tools such as saws, files and sandpaper that aid in the 
creation of one-of-a-kind works of wearable art. Drawing exercises will 
assist in the development of design skills. Problem-solving skills will be 
challenged in the production of small 3D artworks designed to adorn the 
body. Prerequisite: Basic Design1 or permission of instructor. Six studio 
hours per week.

ART	312	–	AFRICAN	ART	(4)
This course examines traditional art and architecture of African cultures 
and the aesthetic expressions of contemporary African artists on the 
global art scene. It is offered each semester. While the course largely 
focuses on the traditional aspects in the fall, it mainly examines the con-
temporary aspects in the spring.

ART	313	–	LIFE	DRAWING	I	(4)
Study of the drawing of the human figure, emphasizing basic body struc-
ture and various approaches and concepts. Continuous use of models. 
Prerequisite: ART 316. Six studio hours per week.

ART	314	–	LIFE	DRAWING	II	(4)
Advanced study of various aspects of the human figure with emphasis on 
creative expression and craftsmanship. Prerequisite: ART 211. Six studio 
hours per week.

ART	315	–	CONTEMPORARY	ART	SEMINAR	(4)
This course will investigate late modernist and early postmodernist art 
of the past two decades through discussions of contemporary aesthetic 
theory and criticism. Emphasis will be placed on researching the lives 
and work of contemporary artists and writing critical analysis of works of 
art. Visits to museums, galleries, artists’ studios, and private collections 
are an integral part of this course. Open to non-art majors as an elective. 
Honors elective.

ART	321	–	PAINTING	III	(4)
This course will provide advanced painting students an opportunity 
for experimentation with new media and techniques. The focus of the 
course will be the development of an individual painting style. Visits to 
museums and galleries as well as attendance at exhibition openings and 
art lectures are required. Open to non-art majors as a fine art elective. 
Prerequisite: ART 221.

ART	322	–	ISSUES	IN	WOMEN’S	ART	(4)
This course will explore cross-cultural issues in women’s art in several 
world regions from the turn-of-the-century to the present. Course read-
ings and discussions will be designed to de-center the Western, patriar-
chal, art historical tradition by analyzing and theorizing feminisms that 
do not spring from hegemonic positions. African American women artists 
who have been ignored, silenced, devalued, erased, and marginalized 
will be a focus in this course. Open to non-art majors as a Fine Art or 
Women’s Studies elective or Honors elective.

ART	332	–	SCULPTURE	III	(4)
This course will provide an in-depth three-dimensional experience using 
techniques which integrate the process of creative thinking, fabricating 
materials, and adapting technology. Prerequisite: ART 231. Six studio 
hours per week.

ART	350	–	STUDIO	REVIEW	II	(1)
This required review course will observe, critique, assess, measure and 
provide junior art majors with collective feedback from the faculty on 
their progress. The Review II is the second of a three-course sequence 
which will prepare students for their senior capstone experience. This 
review is a one-credit course, offered during the spring semester. Prereq-
uisite: ART 250 or permission of chair.

ART	351	–	ART	HISTORY	REVIEW	II	(1)
This required review course will evaluate all junior students who are con-
centrating in art history. This one-semester, one-credit course is designed 
to assist, critique, and provide students with collective feedback from the 
faculty on their progress at this phase in their development. This review 
is offered during the spring semester. Prerequisite: ART 251 or permis-
sion of chair.

ART	360	–	SPECIAL	PROBLEMS	–	ART	COLONY	(4)
The Spelman College Summer Art Colony will provide students with a 
unique art experience in a tropical rainforest located in Portobelo, Pana-
ma – a village that is seminal to history and culture of the African Diaspora. 
The emphasis in this course will be to develop the student’s voice as artist 
through independent projects. Please visit www.spelman.edu/artcolony 
for more information. Open to non-art majors, Prerequisite: ART 260.

ART	391	–	CERAMICS	(3)
This course will provide students with an introduction to basic clay tech-
niques and hand-building, glazing, and firing in kilns, with emphasis on 
both technical skills and creative design. Six contact hours per week. Of-
fered at GSU, UGA or SCAD. Permission of Spelman sculpture instructor 
required.

ART	392	–	THE	ORIGINS	OF	POSTMODERNISM	(4)
This course will examine some of the philosophical background that gave 
rise to the contemporary school of philosophy, art, and literary criticism 
called postmodernism. A study of a few of the most important contem-
porary postmodern thinkers will serve as the framework for this course.

ART	442	–	INTERNSHIP	(4)
This experience will provide a supervised off-campus instruction/work 
experience which will broaden student knowledge in areas such as mu-
seology, historical preservation, graphic design, computer graphics, art 
therapy, etc. Prerequisite: Approval by the department chair.

ART	460	–	SPECIAL	PROBLEMS	–	ART	COLONY	(4)
The Spelman College Summer Art Colony is designed to provide students 
with a unique cultural experience and an experiential understanding of 
the basic principles and techniques of making art. Each year the instruc-
tor will propose a new project as a special problem for the group. How-
ever, students wishing to work on independent projects must provide a 
proposal, which must be approved by the instructor.

ART	492	–	PORTFOLIO	CRITICISM	–	PART	1	(3)
Portfolio Criticism Part 1 is the first of two courses which will prepare 
seniors majoring in Studio Art for their required capstone experience 
as well as graduate and/or professional careers in the visual arts. The 
course will encompass theoretical instructions in the areas of critical 
analysis, and practical methodology. Students will develop individual 
visual themes, artist statements and practice professional methods of 
preparing and installing artworks for exhibition. Prerequisite: ART 350

ART	492A	–	PORTFOLIO	CRITICISM	–	PART	2	(3)
Portfolio Criticism Part 2 is the culminating studio concentration cap-
stone course required for graduation. The course will provide instruction 
in developing visual arts portfolios and business practices of the visu-
al arts field. The Senior Art Exhibition will be the required, culminating 
event of the semester. Students will be responsible for all aspects of their 
capstone exhibition including invitation design and publicity; preparing 
and installing works in the designated gallery space and a professional, 
oral presentation of their work during Research day. Prerequisite: ART 
492 – Part 1.

ART	492B	–	PORTFOLIO	CRITICISM/	HONORS	THESIS	RESEARCH	–	 
PART	1	(4)	
Portfolio Criticism/Honors Thesis Research is the first of two courses 
which will provide the required capstone experiences for seniors who 
are pursuing the Art History concentration and Honors program require-
ments. Honors Thesis Research is designed for college honor students 
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who are majoring in art. The course will focus on individual thesis topics 
related to the student’s area of study. Research may consist of archival 
investigation, field study and/or personal interviews. Prerequisite: Art 
History Review 351.

ART	492C	–	PORTFOLIO	CRITICISM/	HONORS	THESIS	RESEARCH	–	 
PART	2	(4)	
This honors thesis research course will provide students with instruc-
tion and support to intensively investigative their research topic under 
the supervision of their major advisor. The research will culminate with 
a comprehensive senior thesis (typically a 20-25 page paper with sup-
porting documentation, images and notes), which students must defend. 
Prerequisite: ART 492B – Part 1.

ART	493A-D	–	DIRECTED	STUDIES	–	STUDIO	(4)
Students will further their studies in an area of design that is supported 
by faculty and facilities of the College. Proposals will be submitted and 
if approved, a customized list of assignments will be created for the in-
dividual student to achieve the desired learning experience agreed upon 
by the student and faculty member. Currently supported design areas 
are graphic design, jewelry design, 3D design, small metals. Prerequisite 
Art113. See design faculty for additional prerequisites, depending on 
chosen field.

ART	493E-G	–	DIRECTED	STUDIES	–	ART	HISTORY	(3)
These courses will provide additional independent research/special 
projects in a specific area of art history with the approval of art history 
professors. Proposals will be submitted and if approved, a customized 
list of assignments will be created for the individual student to achieve 
the desired learning experience agreed upon by the student and faculty 
member. Prerequisite: Art 141&142. See Art History faculty for additional 
prerequisites, depending on chosen field.

ART	494	E	–	TRADITIONAL	AND	CONTEMPORARY	AFRICAN	ART

ART	494	F	–	AFRICAN	AMERICAN	ART	AND	19TH	&	EARLY	20TH	 
CENTURY	AMERICAN	ART

ART	494	G	–	MODERN,	CONTEMPORARY,	AND	LATIN	AMERICAN




