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Newsletter 

Welcome to the February 2015 issue of Spelman Serves!  It has been a 

joy to continue to serve the campus and community by sharing                

ongoing civic engagement opportunities for students, faculty, staff 

and alumnae.  The Bonner Office of Community Service and Student 

Development (BOCSSD) is excited to share news from the Martin                

Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and to report on some of our great           

partners including a faculty member, registered student organization 

and a local non profit organization. Without the support and                       

collaborations of others, our work would not be as successful or                

meaningful.  The BOCSSD will launch a new service-learning speaker 

series allowing us to share the insights of national speakers in this field.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this issue and we look forward to 

your feedback and continued sharing of service experiences.             

We continue to encourage you to make a choice to change the 

world and to take action to make a difference in the lives of others. 

We look forward to bringing you more civic engagement over the next 

few months.  Enjoy the semester!  
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Project Impact  

Engagement Opportunities 

February 14:  Saturday Service Series with                 

St. Francis Table Soup Kitchen (contact     

Brandy McKenney, bmckenne@spelman.edu) 

 

February 24:  Project Impact Series with                          

Junior Achievement (contact Brandy 

McKenney, bmckenne@spelman.edu) 

 

February 28:  Saturday Service Series with 

Atlanta Community Food Bank (contact    

Brandy McKenney, bmckenne@spelman.edu) 

 

March 19 and 27:  Project Impact Series with 

Junior Achievement & Atlanta Food Bank 

(contact Brandy McKenney,                                            

bmckenne@spelman.edu) 

 

April 18:  Saturday Service with Atlanta  

Community Food Bank (contact Brandy 

McKenney, bmckenney@spelman.edu) 

On Monday, January 19, Spelman College students, faculty, staff, alumnae and 

guests engaged  in a day of service to honor the memory of the Reverend Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  This year’s theme was Serving Towards the Beloved Community* and 

included guest speakers, on and off campus community service projects and a        

civic engagement workshop. Throughout the day, participants had the opportunity 

to volunteer with Action Ministry, Atlanta Community 

Food Bank, Project Karma, Southview Cemetery, and 

West Atlanta Watershed Alliance. The full program              

for this annual day highlighted the historical commit-

ment of Spelman College to encourages student        

engagement in our local communities and culminated 

with a special performance from Sister Outsider Poetry. The poetry duo, comprised of 

Dominique Christina and Denice Frohman, represents two of the top three female slam 

poets in the world.  Their performance brought an artistic prospective to the theme of 

the day and helped the audience make a connection between art and civic                      

engagement.  Photos from the day can be viewed on the “Spelman Scenes” section on 

the Spelman College website and the Spelman Bonner Program and Community                  

Service at Spelman Facebook page.  For more information on the day’s activities and 

performances, contact Brandy McKenney, Interim Community Service Coordinator,        

at bmckenne@spelman.edu.  
 
* “The Beloved Community” is a term coined by the philosopher-theologian Josiah Royce;                    

however, it was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who popularized the term and invested it with a deeper 

meaning, which has captured the imagination of people all over the world.  Dr. King’s “Beloved 

Community” is a global vision, in which poverty, hunger, and homelessness will not be tolerated, 

because international standards of human decency will not allow it.  Also, an all-inclusive spirit of 

sisterhood and brotherhood will replace racism and all forms of discrimination, bigotry and prejudice.  

The Bonner Office Commemorates MLK Day with 

Community Projects 



Alternative Spring Break Program Accepting Applications 

The BOCSSD will partner with Keeping It Wild to offer a 2015 Alternative 

Spring Break experience in Sapelo Island, Georgia. Keeping It Wild is a 

nonprofit environmental organization that promotes the enjoyment of    

outdoors and exploration of our natural environment.  En route to Sapelo 

Island, an afternoon stop in Savannah will enable Spelman College        

students to visit the Harambee House and meet with Dr. Mildred McClain 

who will share her journey as a community leader, human rights activities 

and teacher.  In the course of her 40 year career, Dr. McClain has            

created major partnerships with the Department of Energy, Environmental 

Protection Agency, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, 

Centers for Disease Control and many community base organizations, with the goals of addressing public health and 

environmental justice issues and concerns.  Dr. McClain served as an official delegate to the World Conference 

Against Racism and the World Summit on Sustainability Development both held in South Africa.   

Upon arriving on Sapelo Island, Spelman College students will visit the Hogg Hammock community, which is the last 

intact Geechee/Gullah community.  Hogg Hammock has a unique culture comprised of West African traditions and 

language that remains  isolated to the island.  During their time on the Island, students will explore local history and 

culture while assisting with the annual planting of the spring red pea crop. Red peas have grown on Sapelo Island for 

hundreds of years and were farmed by enslaved Africans whose descendants still populate the island today.                       

As current residents are facing increasing taxes and decreasing jobs, The Sapelo Island Geechee Red Peas                        

Project was launched by the Sapelo Island Cultural and Revitalization society (SICARS) to create economic                          

opportunity on the island. On the way back to Atlanta, students will continue exploring the history of Costal Georgia at 

the Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation Historic Site to view the award wining documentary film, "Zora Neale Hurston:                             
Jump at the Sun".  In addition, there will be an opportunity to explore the nature trail crisscrossing the property.                                                

Participating students will leave Spelman College at 7 am on Monday, March 9 and return to campus at 9 pm on 

Thursday, March 12.  Please log in to the Galaxy Digital, GET CONNECTED web site at www.spelman.galaxydigital.com 

to find more information and application details.  

The BOCSSD will kick off its first Service-Learning Lecture Series on March 2 at 6 pm in the Manley 

Atrium.  Titled “Voices from the Field: Leadership in Service Learning”, the program will host                

locally and nationally renowned educators who will share their experiences and expertise in 

connecting civic engagement and intellectual thought.  The speakers will focus on service-

learning topics within their main teaching and research interests.  Dr. Stephanie Evans, Chair of 

the Department of African Women’s Studies, African American Studies and History (AWH) at 

Clark Atlanta University, will serve as the inaugural guest speaker followed by Dr. David Omotoso 

Stovall, Associate Professor of Educational Policy Studies at the University of Illinois at                          

Chicago (UIC), who will be featured on March 18 in Manley Atrium.  Books will be available at 

both lectures. For more information on “Voices From the Field,” contact Jilo Tisdale at                                     

jtisdale@spelman.edu. 

Voices From the Field Service-Learning Lecture Series Debuts 

Spring Engaged Scholar Training: Register Now!   

The BOCSSD offers training opportunities for all Spelman College students 

who have an interest in civic engagement.  The Spring 2015 Engaged 

Scholar Training workshops have been designed to assist students in       

understanding the democratic process of engagement in community and 

civic life. A series of workshops focused on topics such as social                         

entrepreneurship, volunteerism and leadership are offered. The next             

workshop, “Leading with Emotional Intelligence,” will be held on February 

23 and is open to students of all classifications. Workshop descriptions and 

the registration page can be found at www.spelman.galaxydigital.com. 

For more information, contact Sheryl Belizaire at sbelizai@spelman.edu.    



Community Service Spotlights 

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Richard Benson II 

 

Richard D. Benson II, assistant professor in the Education Studies Program has long been 

passionate about empowering students to utilize education as a mechanism of personal 

achievement in society and critical analysis of the world around them. A native of                       

Chicago, Dr. Benson joined Spelman in 2010 after earning his Ph.D. in Educational Policy 

Studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. Benson’s research                 

interests combine a wealth of experiences and scholarship in critical pedagogy, history 

of American and African-American education, hip-hop history and youth popular                

culture, critical race theory and education, history of social movements, and school-

community relationships. His expertise has led to several published works, including 

“Sabbath Schools” and “Floyd B. McKissick.”  Dr. Benson travels frequently as a guest    

lecturer throughout the U.S. and abroad, speaking on topics such as education, social                       

consciousness, the Black student movement, and the educational philosophy of                   

Malcolm X. Among his most current projects is the new book, Fighting for Our Place in the Sun: Malcolm X as                     

Educational Pedagogy and the Radicalization of the Black Student Movement 1960-1973 with Peter Lang Publishing. 

He is involved with several youth/community organizations, including working with the Bonner Scholars and Social            

Justice Fellows Programs and the Raising Expectations youth development program.  Dr. Benson will host his next                 

local book signing at the AUC-Woodruff Library on Tuesday, March 19.   For more information on Dr. Benson, visit the                    

Spelman College website. 
  

Registered Student Organization Spotlight: Spelman Section of the National 

Council of Negro Women (NCNW) 

 

Mary McLeod Bethune founded the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) 

in 1935 with the mission to “lead, develop, and advocate for women of African 

descent as they support their families and communities.” As one of hundreds of 

sections throughout the nation, the Spelman College section seeks to live out 

her mission and legacy through numerous, diverse initiatives that aim to not only 

progress, but empower the surrounding communities and its members.                      

The organization is unique in that it places emphasis on personal development 

and sisterhood.  In 2014 alone, NCNW at Spelman hosted Ms. Ingrid Saunders 

Jones (the new National NCNW chair), successfully completed the Save Ourselves Sisters (SOS) program, an HIV/AIDS 

health initiative, volunteered at more than seven service sites as a part of its Saturday service series, coordinated the 

AUC-wide National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, and hosted a number of business and social events. 

During the spring 2015 semester, NCNW will host the SOS program, the Saturday service series and an organization 

wide scavenger hunt and tea party. In addition to semester programs and annual events, the section will take field 

trips to the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, the High Museum of Art and the Herndon Home.  

 

If you are interested in joining NCNW at Spelman, email the section at ncnw.spelman@gmail.com stating your interest 

and requesting an application.    

Student Spotlight: Diamond N. Mitchell  

 

Biology major, Diamond Mitchell, C’2018, received important lessons on the impact of                        

community service this past fall semester in Dr. Carolyn Hall’s English course.  Answering the call to 

serve, Diamond went back to Augusta, Georgia during the winter break to give back to the                   

community she once called home. Volunteering with Good Shepherd, a Christian run                            

organization at Jennings  Home Apartment Complex Community Center, Diamond spent several 

hours over the break at its after school program working with students and encouraging them to 

set and reach goals.  Diamond shared her college experience and provided testimony about 

what motivated her to attend Spelman College.  She plans to return to the community center 

during her next break to not only provide homework help, but to speak more about community 

service and the importance of making a difference in the lives of others. 
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Spring community service hours for first year students are due by midnight on April 17 and April 20 for second years.      

Both first and second years must have completed a total of eight hours during the Spring 2015 semester.  There will 

also be a mid-way check point so that students have the opportunity to see where they stand in terms of hours               

completed.  On March 3, students can log on to the GET CONNECTED site and check the approval status of all hours 

submitted by midnight Saturday, February 28. As a reminder, the BOCSSD encourages students to serve the                    

community within a 1.7-mile radius surrounding the Spelman campus (Project Impact).  If assistance is needed with 

finding service opportunities, please visit GET CONNECTED at www.spelman.galaxydigital.com to search for            

opportunities with one of the community partners registered there.  Hours must be logged on GET CONNECTED by the 

deadline to be verified for First and Second Year Experience.  Please do not hesitate to visit the BOCSSD in Manley 

Center Office 202 or contact us at 404.270.5306 for more information. 

Community Service Hour Update for Spring Semester 

  
Community Partner Spotlight:  Atlanta Community Food Bank  

 

Founded in 1979, Atlanta Community Food Bank (ACFB) attains more than 50 million 

pounds of food and groceries each year and distributes it to more than 600 nonprofit     

partner agencies serving families and individuals in 29 metro Atlanta and north Georgia 

counties.  Food pantries, community kitchens, childcare centers, night shelters, and senior 

centers are among the agencies that receive product from ACFB.  These agencies then 

provide food and other resources for low-income Georgians who suffer from hunger and 

food insecurity. ACFB utilizes more than 1,000 volunteers a month, over 100 staff members, a 

large fleet of trucks and a 129,000 square-foot facility to package and distribute food and 

grocery items received from hundreds of donors. Once the food arrives at the agency, it is 

provided to families and individuals in need.   

The mission of ACFB is to fight hunger by engaging, educating and empowering the community.  ACFB utilizes seven 

projects that help engage, educate and empower both people in need and volunteers.  These projects include              

Atlanta Prosperity Campaign, Atlanta’s Table, Community Gardens, Hunger 101, Hunger Walk/Run, Kids In Need and 

Product Rescue Center.  Many Spelman volunteers have already gotten involved with the Kids in Need Program and 

the Product Rescue Center, and there are opportunities for more volunteers this semester.  ACFB is a Spelman College 

community partner and is registered on the GET CONNECTED site.  For more information on ACFB, visit www.acfb.org. 

http://www.galaxydigital.com

